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YOUTH CAMP  2018
Studying Proverbs 

compiled by Apostle H.F. Niemeyer
4.  “You will reap in the future what you are sowing today.”

Proverbs 2:6  “For the Lord giveth 
wisdom:   out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and understanding.”

NEVER GIVE UP!
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YOUTH CAMP
Campialba, Hervey Bay 3rd-8th April 2018

Tuesday 3rd April
The Annual Youth Camp was held at 

Campialba in beautiful Hervey Bay.  With 
Cyclone Iris hovering in northern Queensland, 
thankfully all arrived safely and during the 
week the cyclone weakened and moved away 
from the coast.  All unpacked and settled into 
camp and after dinner, Apostle Cliff welcomed 
everyone to the 26th Youth Camp.  Priest 
Eric Galletly then handed out nametags and 
programs. The theme for this year’s camp 
was “Proverbs” which are a truth or a useful 
thought – they are a one-liner, which makes 
you stop and think!  Proverbs seem to be 
dying out and Apostle Cliff explained how in 
his day at school the head teacher would write 
a proverb on the 
top of the board 
each week.  The 
greatest proverb 
is known as the 
Golden Rule – 
‘Do unto others 
as you would 
have them do 
unto you’.  The 
Apostle asked 
the youth to 
think of a proverb they had heard and put 
it in the question box and at the concert, 
we will play a game to hopefully remember 
them when we leave the camp. Apostle Cliff 
also spoke about a speaker attending from 
Creation Ministries as there is a great attack 
on the Creation and the Book of Genesis 
and we cannot allow the book to go out of 
the Bible.  The movie ‘God’s Not Dead 2’ was 
watched, followed by a cuppa and bed.

Wednesday 4th April
After breakfast, Priest Peter Niethe 

explained the origins of proverbs and involved 
the youth with a discussion on Proverbs by 
Apostle H.F. Niemeyer (1 to 16).  The youth 
presented their thoughts on the meaning of 
each proverb as well as Bible texts to support 
them.  Common themes across these were 

- trusting God for our needs and asking for 
guidance, thanking God daily, not becoming 
envious of others as God will grant blessing for 

our lives, God is 
a God of love, 
following the 
light of Christ, 
judge nothing, 
standing up for 
what we believe 
in and showing 
God’s love to all.

The Apostle 
spoke about the tenth commandment on 
“covet” and read an article recently from a 
retired Scotland Yard Colonel who said that 
90% of crimes came about because of that 
and we are reminded that we should not 
covet or envy anyone.

After morning tea, Apostle Cliff, Sis. Heather 
and some officers and wives travelled to the 
Malmoe community for the funeral of Sis. 
Narelle Schulte and returned to camp later 
that night.

Priest Wayne Schneider introduced the 
guest speaker, Dr Tas Walker from Creation 
Ministries International - their motto is 
“Proclaiming the truth and authority of the 
Bible”.  Dr Tas has qualifications in engineering 
and geology and started his presentation with 
Colossians 1:16 – “For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers:  all things were created by him, and 
for him:”

The topic was ‘The Validity of Scripture’ 
and he explained the culture we live in and 
man’s theories that say Noah’s flood never 
happened and that everything evolved; we 
are taught this in schools and in television 
documentaries etc. where there is no thought 
that we were created.  He talked about the 
Bible’s account of days of Creation in six 
days and the big bang, which, when we think 
logically, is ridiculous. 

He spoke about how to figure out what is 
true or not true?  Science is about observation 
– observable, repeatable, in the present.  A 
fossil is evidence we look to in the present 

Priest Peter is thanked for his 
presentation

Apostle Cliff opens the camp
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and then a 
story is told 
about 300 
or so million 
years ago 
- however 
time is an 
assumption.  
We can 

b e l i e v e 
the fossils because of Noah’s flood, but we 
cannot believe the story of the millions of 
years, as the dates are the problem!  He then 
went on to talk about dating methods and 
gave references from the Bible.  We have to 
ask ourselves - What did they actually see?  
He went on to explain the Seven Cs of History 
– Creation, Curse, Catastrophe, Confusion, 
Covenant, Cross, Consummation and where 
in the Bible we can find the details of each.

Dr Tas spoke about the creation.com web 
page and brought a selection of books and 
magazines for those who wanted to purchase.  
He also provided each family with a copy of 
the Creation Magazine, which was thankfully 
received. 

After lunch, all travelled to the Go-Karts and 
Waterslide for some fun. Although intermittent 
showers of rain, it was an enjoyable afternoon 
with plenty of thrills especially for those who 
braved the go-karts.

After dinner, Bro. Shannon Pace was 
welcomed and Youth Chorus practice began, 
followed by a cuppa and bed.

Thursday 5th April
After breakfast, Dr Tas Walker gave a 

presentation on ‘How Noah’s Flood Impacts 
Our World’ and highlighted the flood is the key 
to understanding the Creation and is a burial 
of living things after the flood.  He spoke 

about geology and how it can happen quickly 
and gave an example of marine sediments 
being found on Mt Everest, which confirms 
the waters covered the highest mountains 
meaning a global flood and not a local flood 
- Genesis 7:19.  He showed other photos of 
sites which provides evidence of how Noah’s 
flood shaped the world – such as Eaglehawk 
Neck in Tasmania, the Great Artesian Basin, 
Glasshouse Mountains, Muttaburrasaurus, 
the Grand Canyon, the Three Sisters near 
Sydney, Lark Quarry or Dinosaur Stampede 
near Winton and Nova Scotia in Canada with 
its fossil cliffs.  He gave the following text as 
confirmation in Psalm 24:1-2 – The earth is 
the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein.  For he hath 
founded it upon the seas, and established it 
upon the floods.

Dr Tas Walker’s presentations definitely 
whet your appetite to understanding the 
biblical view of Creation.

After morning tea, Priest Wayne Schneider 
introduced Sarah Anne (Sez), a UAVF 
Ambassador, and her carer Kim.  Sez 
attends service in Maryborough regularly and 
has Cerebral Palsy.  She uses a powered 
wheelchair for mobility and can understand all 
you say, but can’t respond in words so uses 
a communication device for speaking.  Sez 
gave a presentation to the youth to encourage 
them in her story and spoke about the “Never 
Give Up” project with the UAVF and gave 
armbands to the youth.  She encouraged the 
youth to contact her on Facebook – 
https://www.facebook.com/sezzy92/

Sarah Anne and Kim visited for the majority 
of the day to partake in the camp activities 
and watched with enthusiasm. 

Linda thanks Dr Tas Walker

Go-Karting

Sez displays her “Never Give Up” project

Ben enjoys the 
slide
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Priest Wayne then commenced an overview 
of Proverbs, which are the wit of one and the 
wisdom of many!  A proverb is a short saying 
that expresses a traditionally held truth or 
piece of advice based on common sense or 
experience.

There are many proverbs we have all heard 
at some time –
•	 Better to remain silent and be thought a 

fool than to speak and remove all doubt 
(Proverbs 17:28)

•	 People	who	live	in	glass	houses	shouldn’t	
throw stones

•	 Actions speak louder than words
•	 Be the change you want to be
•	 When in Rome, do as the Romans do            

(1 Corinthians 9:20)
•	 A soft answer turneth away wrath (Proverbs 

H.F. Niemeyer #17) (Proverbs 15:1)
•	 Life is like a box of chocolates
•	 Squeaky wheel gets all the grease
•	 Two	wrongs	don’t	make	a	right
•	 The pen is mightier than the sword
•	 When the going gets tough the tough get 

going.
•	 A picture paints a thousand words.

Apostle H.F. Niemeyer over 100 years ago 
wrote the proverbs that are in our Guide to 
Apostolic Community Life and we need to bring 
them into our understanding accord ing 
to our experience and look 
at them in today’s time.  
The use of proverbs is an 
easier way to remember 
chunks of information in 
a concise way that gets 
the message across.

F o l l o w i n g 
lunch was team-
building activities 
in the recreation 
hall with Deacon 
Bret Leisemann.  
The first game 
was The Human 
Knot, which 
involved each 
group racing 
a g a i n s t 
each other 
u n t a n g l i n g 
the knot of 
arms without 
r e l e a s i n g 
their hands.  
The next game 
was Loop de Loop 
where people in 
the circle passed 
the hula-hoop 
over themselves 
and on to the 
next person 
whilst staying 
connected at all times holding hands. This 
was followed by Freeballin’, a relay race 
using two lengths of PVC pipe and a table 
tennis ball which when held horizontally had 
to be rolled and transferred into each other’s 
pipe.  The next game was Hole in One where 
each team member held a tarp around its 
perimeter and maintained a grip at all times. 
A ball was placed on the tarp, which team 
members must prevent from falling through 
the hole in the centre without making contact 
with the ball at any time and then run around 
a course setup.

Priest Wayne 
continued with the 
Proverbs by Apostle 
H.F. Niemeyer 
(17 to 50). The 
youth were given a 
proverb written on a 
piece of paper and 
had to think about 
it and then paired 

Sez gives armbands to the youth

Team building games

Priest Wayne is thanked 
for his talk
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up to share their interpretations of what that 
proverb was telling us.  The next task was 
to find out what does the Bible say.  Finally, 
how can we represent it today?  This could 
be done by doing a drawing, an action or an 
advertising slogan. Each group presented their 
proverb and 
shared their 
t h o u g h t s 
on what 
it meant 
and some 
answers we 
all learned 
from.

A f t e r 
d i n n e r , 
Apostle Cliff 
a n s w e r e d 
q u e s t i o n s 
from the 
youth, and the night concluded with Youth 
Chorus practice with Bro. Shannon. 

Friday 6th April
After breakfast all 

gathered for Bible Trivia 
with Bishop Alan Crouch 
which is very well received 
by the youth, especially 
when the teams like to 
compete for scores and 
chocolates!

Bro. Shannon conducted Youth Chorus 
practice and then after lunch was Laser 
Skirmish around the grounds at Campialba.  
Youth were split into their teams A & B (red & 
blue) and strategically worked out their plans 
of attack.  Much fun and laughter was had by 
everyone involved, including the officers who 

joined in with the youth.
After dinner, Apostle Cliff answered more 

questions that had been handed in.

Saturday 7th April
During the week, a small keen group was 

up early for a walk or run along the beach 
followed by a short romp on the climbing 
structure equipment in the park alongside the 
beach before returning to camp for showers 
before breakfast.

After breakfast, Deacon Bret took the youth 
down to the beach for more team building 
games.  These included the Leaky Pipe game 
where teams were given a one-metre length 
of PVC pipe with several holes drilled through 
it.  The object was to run between the ocean 
with plastic cups and transfer water from the 
cups into the pipe until the ping-pong ball 
floated to 
the top of 
the vertical 
pipe and 
spills over 
the side, 
this required 
p r o b l e m 
solving skills 
to block 

Youth Chorus practice

Bible Study

Bible trivia with 
Bishop Alan

Laser skirmish

Team building games
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holes so the pipe can hold water.  Beach 
Ball relay games were next where each team 
member took turns to place the beach ball 
between their knees and then pairing up, 
placed the beach ball between their chests, 
hips and backs.  Next was a game of thinking 
- Nine Cone Path when nine cones were laid 
out in a square grid.  The objective was to lay 
the rope over so that the rope passes over 
the middle of every cone in the grid and the 
rope could only bend through an angle of 
no more than ninety degrees at the most.  
Foot Baseball, a combination of football and 
baseball (minus the baseball bat) was next 
and lastly, the traditional Water Bomb Attack 
where all got wet and enjoyed the antics.

After lunch, there was time given to prepare 
for the concert.  

After dinner, Apostle Cliff answered the 
remaining questions that had been asked by 
the youth.  The Apostle then went on to play 
the game that he spoke about at the beginning 
of camp. There were many proverbs put into 
the box over the duration of the camp and 
he sorted through them all and selected a 
handful. Some of the youth were asked to 
read these proverbs and add to the end of 
them the words – ‘under the Scotsman’s kilt!’  
This resulted in a lot of laughter when they 
were read.  Deacon Bret gave the scores for 
the team building games resulting in a win for 
team D.  

The annual concert began with compères 
Charlotte Thiesfield and Jacob Muller.  There 
were many laughs throughout the concert 
and it ended with the youth singing praises to 
God.  Presentations followed to Apostle Cliff 
and Sis. Heather, Bishop Alan and Carmel, 
Bishop Ben, Priest Eric and Rhonda and Bro. 
Shannon.  A presentation was also made 
to the camp convenor Terrence McCorkell 
and his staff who made us all very welcome 
and cooked amazing food during the camp 
especially the donuts!

Team building games

Free time

Efeso celebrates his birthday 
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Concert program

 BBQ gathering 

Skit

Youth Chorus

The Music Man 

The caterers present yummy donuts for smoko

Comperes Charlotte 
& Jacob
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Sunday 8th April
All packed and left after 

breakfast for divine service 
in Maryborough.  The Youth 
Chorus sang throughout 
service and the unity in the 
congregation was certainly felt 
by all.  Thanks must be given 
to the Maryborough community 
for their warm hospitality and 
for providing lunch, after which 
all said their goodbyes with 
promises to meet again soon. Officers	sing	

Girls item 

Youth Camp Group 2018 - CAMPIALBA, Hervey Bay
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Youth Camp Service
8th April 2018

Text is Romans Chapter 12

Deacon Jason Walton
We have heard today in the text this letter 

to the Romans by Apostle Paul. It has been 
a reminder for us of that which was being 
reminded to the Romans at that time, but still 
very relevant for us today, those things which 
are required of us in our faith, that each and 
every one of us have our role to play within 
this, the body of the church which still holds 
Christ as the head. We saw the youthful 
members coming together in great fellowship 
throughout this past week, and surely it has 
been pleasing in the sight of the Lord to see 
the faithful gathering in this manner. 

We know that there are many trials and 
tribulations that stand before each of us in 
the days that stand before us. In our natural 
life there is always something that seems to 
take up our time to prevent us from coming 
before the Lord or even to hold us back, or 
try and sway us from our faith from time to 
time. We know that if we look to our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ as an example, He 
before His crucifixion on the cross, looked to 
His Heavenly Father for strength. He knew 
what stood before Him that He prayed for the 
strength to carry out the will of His Father. 

If we look in our natural life and we have a 
goal that we wish to achieve, we can look to 
that and we say that if we wish to be successful 
in achieving our goal 
we will endeavour 
to employ the 
assistance of 
somebody, an 
expert. If we wish 
to get fit or strong 

we go to the gym and we 
ask a personal trainer for 
assistance. If we wish to 
gain graduation in our 
studies through university 
or high school with 

degrees or the likes, and if we are struggling 
at times we may enlist the assistance of a 
tutor for assistance to help us achieve the 

goal which we have set out to achieve. 
We in our faith, we understand and we 

know what our longer term goal is and that is 
our soul salvation, but it is also the fulfilment 
of God’s will. Each and every one of us have a 
role to play in this the body of the church. Our 
strengths may not lay here or there, but we 
must use the strengths that 
we have been given by God 
through the outpouring of 
grace, the victory that Christ 
won for us, the sacrifice 
that He made on the cross 
in giving His life for us that 
we should not lay in sorrow, 
but we should live our life, 
trying to live our life in that 
same example that our Lord and Saviour set 
for us. Of course if we need the strength to do 
this there is only one that we should call upon, 
and that is our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We have been reminded in the text also 
that we must at all times remember to pray, 
and that is not 
only pray in the 
morning and 
in the evening, 
before meals and 
the like, but it is to 
pray without ceasing. We must pray when we 
feel that time of trouble, when we need that 
strength.

Deacon Damian Muller
In the first portion of that text to the 

Romans, the Apostle Paul reminds us of 
how do we present ourselves to the Almighty 
God? We know through the mercies of God, 
and through His kindness, is the way that we 
should present ourselves to this world today, 
for we know that we are in the world, but we 
should not be of the world. If we stood in 
front of the Almighty God - What would our 
thoughts be? We do have someone there 
beside Him and through His teaching that 
He has given here on this earth, that this 
teaching is for everyone, not selected ones, 
people here and there, but for everyone. He 
showed many ways of His teachings, but He 
always showed love. He loves His enemies. 
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He loves His children. He loved His brothers 
and His sisters. 

What enemies do we have in our life? We 
know that Satan is putting things in front of 
us. He is tempting us in many ways to take 
us away from the Almighty God, and through 
His enemies, and through Satan and his own 
worshippers he is disturbing the minds of the 
young ones. We know we have our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ to follow. There is one 
commandment, the greatest commandment 
that has ever 
been told: Love 
thy God with all 
thy heart, with 
all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind; 
there is no other 
commandment 
greater than 
this. 

We should 
never forget 
our first love, 
because if we 
start to forget 
this first love the ways of the world will come 
into our mind and he will lead us away, but 
we have that strong bond of this glue to be 
able to follow our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, show this love to the world as He has 
done, have this heart, present ourselves to 
stand and believe, and show that we believe 
in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. There 
is a great blessing at the end, a great reward 
if we do continue on this path with this love 
that we will be able to overcome all these evil 
things within this world. Dearly beloved and 
young ones, continue in the faith of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, that we are not 
standing alone, to never fear, don’t worry as 
you have just sung in the first hymn, He will 
lead us, He will guide us. 

There are many roads and turns that are in 
front of your life, but if we have the belief and 
trust in the Almighty God then He will keep us 
on this straight and narrow way, and God will 
eventually be there waiting for us. Imagine 
ourselves standing there beside Christ at this 
coming Kingdom of God. How would we feel 

that this man that we have been taught of in 
our lives for many many years, no matter how 
old we are, that we will be able to see Christ 
face to face, standing beside Him, and be 
able to show the love to Him as He has done 
to us. 

Deacon Mitchell Flor
As we have heard this text read unto us we 

can consider that it has been about the week 
that we have just lived together at the Youth 
Camp, for it says - Do not succumb unto the 
world, but come and cleanse our mind. We 
were fortunate to be able to do that, to gather 
together as a group of youthful members and 
learn more of the ways of our Lord. We were 
able to challenge through those speakers 
that came to this camp, that through fact, 
challenge some of the ways of the world, 
some of the teaching of the world, and they 
were able to demonstrate those things which 
were accurate and those things which weren’t.

It also says in that text word that we are 
one body, and one body must work together. 
We saw this many times in the many activities 
that were conducted during this week. All 
those groups worked together, worked as one 
body with one mission and one goal. We see 

that when we work together all these things 
will actually be achievable, whereas if we pull 
against each other it’s not achievable. We 
are also taught in that text that we are under 
God’s grace, and it is only through His grace 
of the gifts and talents that are granted to 
each and every one of us, that as we saw if 
we put them all together it becomes complete 
and we are able to do many things. 

During this time we also were told many 
proverbs, for that was the theme of the camp. 
These proverbs were granted us through that 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit and we can take them 
within our lives. We see Apostle Paul wrote in 

There is one 
commandment, the 

greatest commandment 
that has ever been told: 

Love thy God with all thy 
heart, with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind.
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there uniquely - not to be slothful in business. 
We might ask ourselves - Why would he put 
that within this text about working as a body 
in the church? Our Lord doesn’t want all these 
things that we have learnt to go to waste. 
He wants us to take them into our lives, use 
this wisdom, continually work together with 
people from all over the world, whoever we 
come in contact with so that His light through 
us can shine and things can 
be achieved.

Towards the end of 
that text he also said that 
there will be those that will 
challenge us, and for us 
not to take vengeance for 
vengeance is the Lord’s. 
Why would we waste our 
time if we face challenges 
in this world? That is what 
he is teaching us, don’t 
waste our time. We all 
have a certain amount of 
time so put those things 
aside. As we leave this time 
together use those things 
that we have learnt, use 
those things that we have 
been taught to share with 
all those whom we come in 
contact with within our lives. 

Deacon Bret Leisemann
The Bible text that we have been given 

today, as we have heard already preached 
unto us is a timely reminder for all of us to 
renew the call of the Lord. Our Lord said that 
we must take up our cross, deny ourselves, 
and to follow Him. The Apostle Paul preached 
through that letter exactly the same thing to 
the church in Rome at that time. He described 
that we are all being prepared to be a part of 
that Church that our Lord established when 
He was here on this earth, and that our Lord 
continues to grow and build in readiness for 
His return in power and glory, and that Church 
must continue to grow, and we are all part of 
that growth. Each and every one of us have 
a role to do. Each and every one of us have 
been given a gift to use. As we have heard 

just preached unto us that during this past 
week each and every one of you used those 
gifts, and when you worked together things 
were successful. That is exactly the way that 
our Lord’s Church works. If we all play our 
part, if we all join together, if we are all united 
as one, if we celebrate the gifts we have been 
given, if we find joy in the differences we have, 
if we accept that our Lord has made each and 

every one perfect for that 
role that we have in His 
Church, then His Church 
will continue to grow, His 
Church will continue to 
flourish, His Church will 
continue to prosper, but 
only if we can play our part. 

What is our part? What is 
our role? What gifts has He 
given unto us? As young 
people sometimes it may 
be difficult to know what 
they are, as the Apostle 
taught us last night. If we 
wake up in the morning 
and ask God to be with us 
through the power of His 
Spirit in each and every way 
and each and every minute 
of each day of our lives, if 
we invite Him to guide and 

lead us in all that we think, say and do, if we 
acknowledge that He is the provider of all that 
we have, if we know that He is with us every 
step of the way, then those gifts and those 
blessings for the church will prosper. 

Many times in our lives we find ourselves 
struggling. Many times in our lives we think 
that we are going down the wrong path. Many 
times in our lives as we also heard last night 
we think that the Lord may have walked 
away from us, those are the times in our lives 
when we must acknowledge that that Spirit is 
teaching us, that that Spirit is still here with us, 
that our Lord Jesus is walking beside us and 
He is teaching us courage, and He is teaching 
us patience, and He is teaching us resilience, 
and He is teaching us persistence, for it is 
these qualities that we will need to endure to 
the end. When we get through those difficult 

If we all play our part, if we 
all join together, if we are all 

united as one, if we celebrate 
the gifts we have been given, 

if we find joy in the differences 
we have, if we accept that our 
Lord has made each and every 

one perfect for that role that 
we have in His Church, then 
His Church will continue to 

grow, His Church will continue 
to flourish, His Church will 

continue to prosper, but only 
if we can play our part. 
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times with our Lord by our side, our faith will 
be strengthened and those gifts will blossom 
in the church and the church will continue to 
grow until the return of our Lord.

Priest Eric Galletly
Let us hear further substantiation to the 

text, and we can read in Matthew Chapter 
5 verses 14-16 of the words of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ as follows: 

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is 
set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick; and it giveth the light unto 
all that are in the house. Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven.”

If we look at the text today that has been 
given unto us and we see the words that our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ has also given 
us, surely it must burn in our minds that we 
are the light of the world. The way we go 
about our daily lives, the way that we come 
each and every Sunday to this house of the 
Lord to hear that Word preached unto us, 
the way that we show soul love to all whom 
we come in contact with: This is the light of 
the world. This is what our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ showed when He walked on this 
earth. He showed that love, that compassion, 
that mercy, that humbleness, that meekness. 
Surely during this week that has just gone 
by, where we gathered together as a young 
group of people that we must have surely felt 
that soul love for each and every one of your 
brothers and sisters. As I walked around the 
camp I did not see any individual groups here 
and there. I saw one body. We are many parts 
of one body as we have already been told, but 
for us to be united in that soul love we form 
that complete body. 

As we go about our daily lives and we go 
out into the world we know there are going 
to be temptations placed in front of us each 
and every day, but we still have to let that 
light shine forth, we still have to show to other 
people round about us that there is a better 
way, there is something more in store for 
us. We have to show that love that our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ showed to us. As 
we go through these verses, the first couple 
of verses refer to our responsibility towards 
God, for it tells us that our body is a temple. 
How do we know that our body is a temple? 
We know because the love of our Lord Jesus 
Christ lives within our hearts and each and 
every Sabbath day we have that opportunity 
to come before this holy altar and to partake 
of those holy sacraments that are given unto 
us, and in partaking of those holy sacraments 
that Holy Spirit that lives within us is topped 
up once again, so that our light once again is 
filled so that we can go forward into another 
week that stands before us. 

The other verses in the Bible tells us how 
we should go about our life in the community, 
how we should strive to do those things 
which are good in the sight of God and to 
shun everything that is evil, to walk away and 
have no part in it. We can see if we do these 
things which are written in this Chapter 12 of 
Romans then that light that we have, each 
and every one of us, will not go out. It will burn 
brightly. It will be that light which is set on a hill 
so that everyone can see. What a better way 
to finish off this week with another proverb: A 
family that prays together stays together. We 
are one big family. 

Apostle Cliff Flor
Over this week we have followed God’s plan 

beginning at the creation and there should be 
no doubt in our minds now that all the modern 
teachings in the world today of how the world 
came about are not true. The only truth is 
what is recorded in the scriptures about the 
creation. We then moved on to the great sin 
flood of Noah 
that had to 
happen within 
the world and 
we saw given 
i n f a l l i b l e 
proof that this 
happened. All 
of these things were a testimony or prophecy 
from the almighty God on what would happen 
within the world, and where we stand today. 
Everything that was done was heralding a 
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new way within the world, heralding a time 
when God’s promise of the Kingdom of God 
would come to pass. We know He promised 
that from the beginning and when He created 
Adam from the dust of the earth in His image, 
a three-part being, for the Trinity God we 
know is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and man 
was made as a body, as a soul, and as a spirit 
in the likeness of God, so that there could 
be a special reward given for this, and that 
reward would be the Kingdom of God, and 
after that eternal life in the highest heaven 
with the Trinity God. We know and we have 
heard, and we have learned this week how 
this all fell apart. 

After God created man He saw that it was 
not good for man to live alone, and He put 
that man into a sleep and took a rib from near 
his heart, in simple terms his body and his 
blood, and He created a woman, and the two 
together then were to populate the earth for 
this future blessing. We begin to see a pattern 
emerge there, for when Adam and Eve fell 
into sin God 
prophesied 
also that 
out of the 
seed of 
this woman 
would come 
one that would bruise Satan’s head He said, 
but in so doing would bruise His heel. We see 
God’s plan was already taking place. 

Firstly He created a man, and out of that 
man He created a woman through his body 
and his blood, and out of that woman a virgin 
He created the second man which was our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our text tells 
us today that we are now being created as 
that second woman. Through the Body and 
Blood of that second man God is now creating 
the second woman which is the Church. All of 
those gifts that He gives to the Church are for 
the growth of that woman so that ultimately 
she can be presented once again to our Lord 
as that second man. 

As Adam when the first woman was 
presented said - Flesh of my flesh, bone of 
my bone; he accepted her. Our Lord will look 
down when He returns. He will know those 

who have His flesh and blood within them, 
and He also will be pleased to be able to say 
- Flesh of my flesh, bone of my bone; and He 
will be content to take that woman so that we 
can be two as one, Christ and the Church. 

That picture along the way required many 
sacrifices. It required downfalls of mankind. 
The one thing that we all understand and 
have learned that it is only through the 
mission of Christ that we stand here today as 
part of God’s plan. It is only through the love 
of God that He gave His Son. Many say He 
sent His Son, but God is a Father of love, and 
Christ Himself said that He gave His Son. We 
then contemplate - Why did Christ leave the 
glory of His Father to come down to this earth 
to achieve this mission as part of God’s plan 
when there was no hope for mankind? 

The Scripture says that He looked down 
and He saw that there was no one on this 
earth that could achieve this that was required 
from God, and yet He did not abandon it. He 
came in His love and brought His grace into 
this earth so that the enemies of God; that of 
sin, and hell, and death, could be taken into 
captive to allow God’s plan to be fulfilled. What 
we have learnt this week is the beginning and 
it was the signs, the prophecies of what would 
happen. We learnt proverbs. 

If we take the Book of Proverbs we see 
that King Solomon without realising it, he did 
not understand what he was writing, but he 
gave us the reason why our Lord did what He 
did, and we find written in Proverbs Chapter 
8 verse 20 on as 
follows, and this is a 
description of Christ, 
for the prior verses all 
covered the virtues 
of Christ which the 
Church must have, and then he went on to 
say: 

“I lead in the way of righteousness, in 
the midst of the paths of judgment: That 
I may cause those that love me to inherit 
substance;	and	 I	will	 fill	 their	 treasures.	The	
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his 
way, before his works of old. I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was. When there were no depths, I was 
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brought forth; when there were no fountains 
abounding with water. Before the mountains 
were settled, before the hills was I brought 
forth: While as yet he had not made the earth, 
nor	the	fields,	nor	the	highest	part	of	the	dust	
of the world. When he prepared the heavens, 
I was there: when he set a compass upon 
the face of the depth: When he established 
the clouds above: when he 
strengthened the fountains 
of the deep: When he gave 
to the sea his decree, that 
the waters should not pass 
his commandment: when he 
appointed the foundations of 
the earth: Then I was by him, 
as one brought up with him: 
and I was daily his delight, 
rejoicing always before him; 
Rejoicing in the habitable 
part of this earth; and my 
delights were with the sons 
of men. 

Now therefore hearken 
unto me, O ye children: for 
blessed are they that keep 
my ways. Hear instruction, 
and be wise, and refuse it not. 
Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching 
daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my 
doors.	For	whoso	findeth	me	findeth	life,	and	
shall obtain favour of the Lord.” 

We see there a vivid description that our 
Lord was with His father before the 
beginning of time. He was with Him 
before He even contemplated making 
the earth. He was with Him during the 
whole time of the creation it says. He 
was by His side and He was a joy 
to His Father. He then tells us what 
became His joy. He says that - The sons 
of men became His delight. Our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ we might say fell in love 
with the sons of men. He had that desire that 
they should be His delight and yet in the world 
this was not happening. 

We read and we have heard of how the 
creation came about, and on the fourth day 
God put the sun and the moon. We have 
already been told that was foretelling the 

Sun of Righteousness coming into the world 
at the fourth day in God’s timing. We know 
that happened when our Lord was born within 
this world. Why did He venture into this world 
where there was no hope for mankind? He 
had witnessed and seen already the time 
when there was no hope. We see in the 
Scriptures where after the creation, and after 

Adam and Eve went out, and 
we see there that angels 
came down and transformed 
themselves into men and 
took the women of the world, 
and there were giants in the 
world, and the whole world 
at that time was full of sin, 
and we can see therein that 
God made a decree and His 
decree did not leave any 
options open. God’s decree 
given at that time we find in 
Genesis Chapter 6 verses 
6-8: 

“And it repented the Lord 
that he had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved him 
at his heart. And the Lord 
said, I will destroy man whom 

I have created from the face of the earth; both 
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and 
the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that 
I have made them. But Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord.” 

We see God was making ready 
to destroy all of this creation. It 
repented Him that He had made it, 
but then something happened: Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 
Jesus Christ is the giver of grace. He 
intervened for mankind at that time 

and He dispensed His grace into the heart of 
Noah and his family so that they could be seen 
by God to have this grace, and God then set 
about to allow Noah to bring about the saving 
of mankind from total destruction. Christ’s 
delight would be given another chance. It 
was already foretelling of what would happen 
in the end time when once again man fell in 
such a state that God had abandoned him. 
He did not talk to the children of Israel for four 

“Now therefore hearken 
unto me, O ye children: 

for blessed are they 
that keep my ways. Hear 
instruction, and be wise, 

and refuse it not. Blessed 
is the man that heareth 

me, watching daily at 
my gates, waiting at the 
posts of my doors. For 

whoso findeth me findeth 
life, and shall obtain 
favour of the Lord.” 

“Jesus 
Christ is 
the giver 
of grace.”
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hundred years, but the thing that saved us 
was Christ’s grace once again. 

Noah was instructed to build an ark, and 
we saw that and heard about that this week. 
That ark was built 
in three storeys. 
It was already 
prefiguring the 
fullness of the 
Godhead that 
would come into 
the world at a later date to bring about the 
saving of mankind. The Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, were represented in that 
construction. There was one door within that 
ark, one door only. That one door within the 
Church we know is our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. ‘I am the door,’ He said. There 
was one window in the highest part that 
could look up to heaven. We know that is 
representative of the sending of the power 
of the Holy Spirit within the Church, so that 
the fullness of the Godhead can work within 
the Church; the love of the Father, the love 
of Jesus Christ as being our Saviour, and the 
Holy Spirit that will lead and guide the Church. 
It was uplifted by the water, and the water of 
Baptism uplifts us out of this world and gives 
us an opportunity to be partakers of Christ’s 
grace. 

If we read the Scripture we will find many 
times our Lord intervened with God’s plan to 
destroy mankind at that time. He intervened 
by His grace to give mankind an opportunity. 
The journeys of the children of Israel through 
the desert gives us graphic examples of 
where they came to a place where there was 
no water and they said, we will all perish, 
and they would have perished, but our Lord 
spoke unto Moses and said - Stand before 
that rock, strike it; and water came out. 
That was the grace of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ once again 
intervening so that His 
delight could be given 
another chance. He 
is the rock. He is the 
water of life, but to bring 
about it into the world 
He had to be struck, 

and we know that happened when He gave 
up His life on the cross. Many times in the 
Scriptures we will see that He intervened, and 
many times life was allowed to continue. He 
loves mankind, they are His delight. That is 
why He volunteered to come into this world 
that had no hope and to take up the battle 
for mankind to become the Son of man like 
those that were His delight, to become like we 
are flesh and blood, and to show and prove 
that through His power, the power of the Holy 
Spirit that was anointed within Him He could 
fulfil all the commandments of God and all the 
laws of Moses, but He had to then bring about 
a new way, sin had to be taken captive. 

We know He did that on the cross when 
darkness covered the whole earth and gross 
darkness for that period of time, for the sins of 
the world accumulated between heaven and 
earth, and He took them upon Himself, and His 
Father had to turn away from Him, for He said 
- ‘My God. My God. Why hast thou forsaken 

me?’ God cannot stand 
in the presence of sin. 
Our Lord, that was His 
greatest worry when He 
prayed in the garden - ‘If 
it be possible take this 
cup from me.’ He was 
not praying - Please 
don’t allow them to 
beat me, to scourge 

me, to crucify me. He was praying to His 
Father - Please do not allow it to be that you 
turn away from me. God showed Him as He 
sweated as it were drops of blood. He then 
knew He had to become the scapegoat for 
the sins of the people, and He withstood that 
even to the extent that if He felt He had not 
obtained sufficient righteousness, He said to 
His Father that into His hands He commits 
His soul. Imagine that, the soul which is the 
eternal part of our being, He was prepared to 
allow it to go into punishment just so those 
that He loved could be saved. That is why we 
can sit here today, through the grace of Christ 
and no other reason. 

Through this grace that He won for us taking 
sin captive, taking hell captive and replacing 
it with Paradise, taking death captive for 

God 
cannot 
stand 
in the 

presence 
of sin. 
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we know there will be a resurrection of the 
Church, for as Christ was in the grave three 
days and on the third day He arose, so will the 
Church arise and be converted to be as our 
Lord, spirit first and body second, and we the 
will inherit this promise of the Kingdom of God 
which was from the beginning of time. 

Can we ever give enough thanksgiving 
unto our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
for what He has done for us? He does not 
expect us to go out and be crucified. He 
does not expect us to whip ourselves or to be 
scourged. All that He requires from us is that 
we accept His call, accept His grace and to 
try and follow Him, and when we fall we call 
on His grace for forgiveness, we partake of 
His Body and Blood, for remember that is how 
the first woman 
was made. That 
is why He left for 
us His Body and 
Blood that we 
partake of each 
Sunday. That is 
His righteousness and He will recognise us 
when He returns. 

We have to play our part also, and our part 
is to tell others of this wonderful gift that He 
has given unto us. We can all do this, not only 
in words, but we can do it in our actions. We 
can do it as we have sung, that it is like a light, 
a light that shines, and we can allow this light 
of Christ to shine so that people can see it, 
and not glorify us, but glorify the Father which 
is in heaven. It is a wonderful blessing that we 
have received, that our Lord was prepared to 
give Himself to us so that the restoration of 
God’s plan could be fulfilled. 

We know He came to save the household 
of Israel. We know they abandoned Him. 
There was not one who was prepared to 
follow Him as the Messiah into the Kingdom 
of God. They crucified Him, and as He hung 
on the cross He must have felt that His whole 
mission was a failure for He had not yet 
achieved to convince the Israelites that He 
was the Messiah. They even referred to Him 
as a prophet. They did not recognise it. How 
dismal He must have been, and in His love, a 
great love that He had for us, we then heard 

that He evoked a promise that had been 
given through the Psalmist. He said to His 
Father - ‘Father forgive them, they know not 
what they do.’ He was not referring to those 
who were crucifying Him or the Jewish nation. 
He would have liked them to be forgiven, but 
they had sworn that they would take His blood 
upon them, and upon their children, and their 
children’s children for ever. He had told the 
women - ‘Weep not for me, but weep for 
yourselves, for if they do this in a green tree, 
what would they do in a dry?’ 

He was referring to all the other people in the 
world, all the other nations and kingdoms that 
were in the world. He was asking His Father 
to forgive them, for Satan had intervened over 
the years and they did not know what they 
were doing, they did not understand. They 
just followed from generation to generation 
worshipping false gods and doing false 
things. Now He asked His Father to forgive 
them, and the Psalmist writes that He was 
then in a position to ask His Father to give 
Him the Gentile nations of the world to be 
His inheritance. Call them and allow them to 
come under His love that they can inherit the 
kingdom that was promised. 

We are part of that, we are not of the Jewish 
nation. We, because of His love and because 
He values the sons of men He has called us 
into this great promise and His Father said 
- ‘Today thou art my Son, this day I have 
begotten thee’; and He answered His prayer. 
We have seen from that time how throughout 
the world many now are being called to be part 
of this second woman. Many who have never 
heard of Christ are now hearing of Him. Many 
are becoming fruitful in their faith. We see in 
this land and we often despair that the number 
of people going to church is declining, but yet 
overall in the world’s statistics Christianity 
is the fastest growing faith within the whole 
world, because the Lord of the Harvest is out 
there bringing about this desire and this grace 
that Christ wishes to dispense. 

The Apostle John writes of the birth of 
Christ. He calls Him the light and the life of 
the world. He said through Him came grace 
and truth into the world. Then he said a 
strange word. He said - He brings grace for 
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grace. How can we have grace for grace? We 
know that our Lord dispensed the grace, but 
He needs to have the means so that more of 
His grace can come about and be distributed 
in the world. The Apostle Paul wrote how this 
happened and what it means. He said that the 
fervent thanksgiving of 
many will bring about 
the abundance of 
grace to be poured into 
the world. 

Let us always 
remember to bring 
thanksgiving to our 
Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and in 
doing that that then 
generates more grace 
for Him to distribute 
to the world, where someone in the darkest 
corner of the world is lost and that grace can 
get them to be found. Last month I received 
a letter from a young man in Sri Lanka who 
found us on his website. He had never 
known of Christianity. He was living with his 
grandmother who was frail and was suffering 
from many sicknesses. Into his hands came 
a Holy Bible through the distribution of the 
Lord of the Harvest. Remember he had never 
understood Christianity. He was of another 
faith altogether. He and his grandmother read 
the Bible, and they were moved. They saw 
that this was the only way that they could be 
saved and receive salvation from God. He 
wrote and said that he did not have a church 
to go to. He did not know where there were 
other Christians, but he said that we read in 
the Bible that we had to be baptised. He said 
that he did the best that he could to baptise 
himself and his grandmother. They then read 
in the Bible that they had to be partakers of the 
Body and Blood of Christ, and he said we did 
our best, we probably didn’t do it right but in 
our faith we put it before God and asked that 
He will provide the blessing in it, especially 
for his grandmother who was in her last days 
to be saved. He asked - Would that save his 
grandmother? What a faith, and through that 
faith the grace of Christ surely has come on 
his works, and surely his grandmother’s soul 

is safe. 
Let us 

r e m e m b e r 
that the Lord 
of the Harvest 
is working. 
He needs us 
to help Him. 
Let us at all 
times go forth 
and follow 
Christ and His 
teachings.   
 
Amen.

The fervent 
thanksgiving 
of many will 
bring about 

the abundance 
of grace to be 

poured into the 
world. 

Let us 
remember that 

the Lord of 
the Harvest is 

working. 
He needs us to 

help Him. 
Let us at all 

times go forth 
and follow 

Christ and His 
teachings.  

Apostle Sermon
18th March 2018

Text is from Pastoral Letter for Lenten 
Season 2018

Our Lord taught of the destiny and 
obligation of any victory we may obtain - John 
15:2 “And every branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” 
This purging is done each Sunday, during 
the Offering Prayer, by the sacrifice of Christ, 
we take something earthly and have it made 
acceptable to God for His use only, in the 
fulfilment of His salvation plan. We then need 
to bring forth more fruit to be purged. We must 
always remember that we will never be able 
to obtain the glory of God by our own efforts. 
Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost. Which he 
shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour.” During this time, let us use the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, which we receive 
by partaking sincerely, of the Body and Blood 
of Christ, to review our lives and overcome 
the temptation of ungodly things, whether in 
thoughts, words or acts, and replace them 
with good deeds. 

Our text word today refers to the teachings 
of the Lord in that we can do nothing of our 
own in this life without that power of the Holy 
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Spirit. If we do achieve fruits of the spirit then 
we have to have them purged. He referred 
to Himself as the true vine and we are the 
branches. To understand fully what the 
teachings meant we have to understand what 
the Jewish people at that time understood 
about the vineyards. Our Lord was 
appropriate that He spoke a parable about 
this which certainly refers to us as we stand in 
this period of time in the Lenten Season. We 
find His words in Matthew Chapter 20 verse 1 
on as follows: 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
man that is an house-holder, which went out 
early in the morning to hire labourers into his 
vineyard. And when he had agreed with the 
labourers for a penny a day, he sent them 
into his vineyard. And he went out about the 
third hour, and saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, And said unto them; Go ye also 
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I 
will give you. And they went their way. Again 
he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, 
and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour 
he went out, and found others standing idle, 
and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all 
the day idle? They say 
unto him, Because no 
man hath hired us. He 
saith unto them, Go ye 
also into the vineyard; and 
whatsoever is right, that 
shall ye receive. 

So when even was come, the lord of the 
vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the 
labourers, and give them their hire, beginning 
from	 the	 last	 unto	 the	 first.	 And	 when	 they	
came that were hired about the eleventh 
hour, they received every man a penny. But 
when	the	first	came,	they	supposed	that	they	
should have received more; and they likewise 
received every man a penny. And when 
they had received it, they murmured against 
the goodman of the house. Saying, These 
last have wrought but one hour, and thou 
hast made them equal unto us, which have 
borne the burden and heat of the day. But he 
answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do 
thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me 
for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy 

way: I will give unto this last, even as unto 
thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will 
with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I 
am	good?	So	 the	 last	shall	be	first,	and	 the	
first	last:	for	many	be	called,	but	few	chosen.”

We see a very clear picture in that parable 
that our Lord spoke. We are all called into the 
vineyard to work to bring forth this fruit that 
has to be purged. Many answer the call early. 
Down through the Christian history we see 
many answering the call, many going through 
persecution, but their reward is the same 
reward as those who answer the call in the 
final hour and begin to work. We can relate 
it into the Lenten period. We can see that we 
are still being called. The offer is still there. 
The payment of that penny is still available for 
all who will take up the cross and follow Jesus, 
and begin to look at those things in their lives 
that are not pleasing to God, and resist the 
temptation to them, and they shall receive the 
same reward as someone who has laboured 
for the full time. What a blessing! 

Our Lord made it very clear, what is His, is 
His to give, and we should not look at others 
and say - We have done more. What we 
have done is all equal in the sight of God. He 
said - ‘Many are called, but few are chosen’; 
meaning many are called but few choose to 
follow Him. Let us be the ones that choose 
to follow Him. The importance of that penny 
we will hear later on, to understand what He 
was saying. 

The Jewish nation understood to a certain 
extent what He was telling them about the 
vineyard because it had been promised. 
God said that He would plant a vineyard 
in a strange land. He would bring a plant 
from Egypt and He would plant it. With the 
vineyards in those days there were specific 
instructions given before a person could take 
fruit from the vineyard. Under the Mosaic law 
the instructions were very clear. Firstly the site 
had to be chosen. It then had to be hedged 
in or made safe from anyone coming in to 
steal from it. Then within the vineyard nothing 
was to be taken out because everything had 
to be recognised as a gift from God. All the 
small stones had to be distributed round 
about, for they provided the means that the 
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plants would not be washed away. The large 
stones had to be taken and put into rows 
down through the vineyard, and against those 
stones the plants had to be planted so that 
the vines could spread over those rock walls 
and not hang into the dirt and be destroyed. 
Within the vineyard nothing had to be taken 
out. The fruit, when it came, was not allowed 
to be taken out of that fenced area, it had to 
be all processed in there. There were towers 
to be built so that watchmen could be put into 
place to watch that no one came in and stole. 

In the seventh year the people were 
allowed to come in and take whatever had 
fallen on the ground if they were starving. It 
was to be a place of blessing. The first three 
years crops that came on those grapevines 
had to be cut off and dropped to the ground. 
They were not to be eaten at all, for they were 
not purged. The fourth year, the total crop had 
to be taken to the temple and dedicated unto 
God and given to Him, and then after that the 
fruit could be taken and used, and enjoyed by 
the people. 

We see a picture emerging there very 
clearly that the three years was the period of 
time pre Christ that mankind no matter what 
he did, how he fertilised, how he went about 
the business in this vineyard would never be 
able to produce fruit that would be acceptable 
to God. We see that happened because all 
men were born with the inherited sin and 
there was no means to be able to purge that 
fruit. When Christ came to the earth God said 
then that He through the prophets foretold 
that this vineyard which was Israel, that He 
had enclosed boundaries to let no one into 
them, which He had given great blessings to, 
but they ignored it. He said this vineyard was 

now only spreading its vine and bringing forth 
sour fruit, and He was now going to break 
down those hedges, break down the towers, 
and plant a new vine which would  spread 
throughout the whole world and bring about 
the means to have good fruit come from it. 
That is why our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
as the firstfruit had to be dedicated to God as 
that fourth crop which now fulfilled the law so 
that a new way could begin within the world. 
This was foretold what would happen in the 
Book of Psalms 80 verses 8-19: 

“Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: 
thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted 
it. Thou preparedst room before it, and didst 
cause	 it	 to	 take	 deep	 root,	 and	 it	 filled	 the	
land. The hills were covered with the shadow 
of it, and the boughs thereof were like the 
goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs unto 
the sea, and her branches unto the river. Why 
hast thou then broken down her hedges, so 
that all they which pass by the way do pluck 
her? The boar out of the wood doth waste it, 
and	the	wild	beast	of	the	field	doth	devour	it.	
Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: 
look down from heaven, and behold, and visit 
this vine; And the vineyard which thy right 
hand hath planted, and the branch that thou 
madest strong for thyself. It is burned with 
fire,	it	 is	cut	down:	they	perish	at	the	rebuke	
of thy countenance. Let thy hand be upon the 
man of thy right hand, upon the son of man 
whom thou madest strong for thyself. So will 
not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we 
will call upon thy name. Turn us again, O Lord 
God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we 
shall be saved.” 

We see there a clear description of this 
vineyard being planted from Egypt when the 
children of Israel came and took over the 
promised land. We saw how it flourished, 
but then we saw how the children of Israel 
allowed anyone to come in and take over 
their faith, and they turned to false gods, and 
many times they burned the blessings that 
were given unto them until they pleaded with 
God to come again and bring with Him a new 
vine, one that His right hand in whom He is 
pleased has the power to plant, for we know 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ sits at the 
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right hand of God. That is why our Lord said 
in that parable when He spoke of the vine - ‘I 
am the true vine.’ The old vine that had come 
from Egypt; the ways of the Mosaic law were 
now finished, it had been fulfilled. He would 
offer Himself so that the fruit from that fourth 
year in God’s time could now be accepted 
and the true vine could be planted. 

In another part of the prophets it says that 
it will not have any boundaries, it will grow 
throughout the whole world, it will spread 
and it will bring nothing but blessings, and 
we today share that. We have the opportunity 
to be fruitful as we are part of this vine, we 
are the branches, but that fruit is the same 
fruit that was in the Jewish days. It cannot be 
accepted by God until it is purged, and that is 
purged when we bring that sacrifice of what 
we have achieved, when we bring together 
those victories over the temptations of sin, 
when we bring together those victories over 
doing good deeds for others, when we bring 
together that victory of believing implicitly the 
Word of God, and most importantly when we 
accept that sacrifice of the firstfruit and it is 
purged, and God then can take it and use it in 
His salvation plan. We should be so thankful 
that we are part of this new vine and not 
linked to the old. 

Now our Lord’s parable in giving each of 
those people a penny has great meaning 
also to us. That meaning: if we take any coin 
today, whether it is silver, whether it is gold, 
whether it is copper, whether it is round or 

square or whatever 
shape the country 
decides for that piece 
of metal. That piece 
of metal has no value. 
It is only worth what it 
can be melted down 

to. What then makes that coin have a value? 
If we turn the coin we will find on it the image 
of the Queen, or in other countries the image 
of the power that is elected for that country. 
Once that image is placed on it then it takes 
on a new value and a new meaning. This 
penny that was promised those workers and 
has been promised to us, we can see very 
clearly what our Lord was saying when He 

spoke to the seven churches, the message 
to the seven churches. To the final church He 
gave this message and this promise which 
shows us how valuable that coin will be to us, 
and we find written in Revelation Chapter 3 
verses 20-22: 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 

overcame, and 
am set down 
with my Father 
in his throne. 
He that hath an 
ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit 
saith unto the 
churches.” 

That coin will 
be valuable 
because the 
owner of that 
coin will be 
sitting with 
Christ in His 
throne, the 
King of Kings. 
We must aim 
to receive that 
coin and now is 
the time. He is 

knocking at the door. He is waiting for us to 
open the door and He will come in and sup 
with us.   Amen

“Behold, I stand 
at the door, and 

knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and 
open the door, I 

will come in to him, 
and will sup with 

him, and he with me. 
To him that 

overcometh will I 
grant to sit with me 
in my throne, even 
as I also overcame, 
and am set down 

with my Father in his 
throne. 

He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the 

churches.”

Apostle Sermon
Easter Monday
2nd April 2018

Much has been said about the mission of 
our Lord and we all value those victories that 
He made for us. Very early in His mission He 
attended within the temple in Nazareth, and 
as was the tradition in those days a visitor 
would be asked to read something from the 
Bible and expound on it his thoughts so that 
it could be debated. We read very early in 
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His mission how He entered in, and we find 
written in Luke Chapter 4 verse 16 on as 
follows: 

“And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up: and, as his custom was, 
he went into the synagogue on the sabbath 
day, and stood up for to read. And there was 
delivered unto him the book of 
the prophet Esaias. And when he 
had opened the book, he found 
the place where it was written, 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal 
the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised. To preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed 
the book, and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
And he began to say unto them, This day is 
this	scripture	fulfilled	in	your	ears.”

As we come today, and as we have 
celebrated the fulfilment of His mission to that 
point, surely we can say this has been fulfilled 
within our lives. We must analyse what He 
said His role was. The words He used were 
slightly different than that recorded by the 
prophet, because we must understand there 
was a great time span and a change in the 
languages could have easily occurred. If we 
take the words of the prophet and in Isaiah 
Chapter 61 verses 1-3 we find the same 
meaning but extended to cover other parts of 
His mission, and we find: 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek.”

We see that the prophet prophesied that 
the Spirit would be upon Him, and we know 
that happened when He came out of the river 
Jordan, and He was to preach a message 
unto the meek. The meek does not mean 
the humble, for it is a separate meaning 
altogether. Our Lord said - To seek Him out 
and you find that He is humble and meek 
and lowly. Meekness means that within our 

life we come to the firm conclusion that we 
need a higher power to lead us. We see that 
He had to go and preach to the meek, those 
that would acknowledge that they needed a 
higher power within their life to lead their lives, 
and so it is today. Unless we can come to that 
understanding that there is a higher power 

there that we must depend on, all 
the preaching in the world will do 
us no good. We then find that they 
were to preach good tidings and 
we know what they are. 

“He hath sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted.”

The broken-hearted, we do 
not have to travel very far in the 
world to find people without any 

hope. They have lots of despair of what is 
happening in the world. They have become 
broken-hearted. They feel that they are lost. 
They feel there is not hope for them. We only 
have to look at the percentage of suicides that 
are within the world today, and they only came 
about because of the broken-heartedness, 
no faith in the future. Our Lord certainly 
preached to those. He brought a great hope. 
Many were inspired at that time, but ultimately 
they slipped back, but He brought a great 
hope for us in this new period of time where 
we know through His victory that we have 
just celebrated, we have the greatest hope 
that could be given to mankind. Let us always 
treasure it. Let us never downgrade what our 
Lord has taught us, that He will return again 
and the graves will open, and we will all be 
resurrected to be as Him. We should never 
become broken-hearted with that knowledge. 

He then said: 
“To proclaim liberty to the captives.” 
We have heard much about how He has 

taken captivity captive. The world was captive 
to sin, it was captive to hell, and it was captive 
to death. But through His labour and through 
His victory those three things now have a 
means around them. They too now can be 
captive to what He has brought to the earth, 
and allowed us to bypass those. Sin can now 
be bypassed through His righteousness. Hell 
can be bypassed by going to Paradise. Death 
can be bypassed in that great hope that we 

Meekness means that 
within our life we come to 
the firm conclusion that 
we need a higher power 
to lead us.
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too will witness the day when death is finally 
conquered. We today have been beneficiaries 
of that. 

He then said: 
“And the opening of the prison to them that 

are bound.” 
We know that He entered down into hell 

and He opened the prison for many who were 
bound at that time. The Scripture records that 
when He came from the grave the bodies of 
many of the saints came forth and were seen 
by many, and we know that they then were 
those that went with Him as He ascended to 
heaven in the clouds, to be given the reward 
of their faith that they did not have to now face 
judgment, but they could be given an interim 
place to go until He returns and brings them 
with Him to bring about this resurrection. 
We do not know who they were. We can 
speculate. When we read the Scriptures and 
we see so many who were martyred in the 
name of God’s Word, we can only assume that 
they would have been given that promise. We 
read the Scriptures and we find simple people 
who have served the Lord in many ways 
down through the years who believed that 
they needed that final redemption through 
a Messiah. It is not for us to speculate, but 
it is for us to rejoice that their faith was now 
rewarded to them as our Lord took them out 
of prison. 

He then said: 
“To proclaim the acceptable year of the 

Lord.” 
The acceptable year of the Lord in the 

Jewish law was the Jubilee Year. The Jubilee 
Year was destined by God when the children 
of Israel went into the promised land and had 
the land allocated to them, and brought about 
the farming of that land to such a point where 
His promise had been fulfilled that they were 
given a land of milk and honey. The Jubilee 
Year was scheduled for fifty years after 
that, and every fifty years the trumpet would 
sound. The highpriest would go through the 
whole land and would sound the trumpets to 
call the people together to begin to celebrate 
the acceptable year of the Lord, the Year of 
Jubilee. 

In that year nothing was to be done by 

the way of work. They were to live on the 
blessings of the Lord that had been granted 
unto them to that time. All those who had lost 
their allocation of land through hardship were 
to be given it back. Those that had impounded 
themselves to work for others to pay their 
debts had to be forgiven. Everyone had to be 
once again made equal, as was the day that 
God gave them this great promise. History 
shows that there was perhaps only one Year 
of Jubilee. After that the greed of mankind 
came in. They could not spare a whole year 
without generating income. Why should we 
give back something to someone who lost 
it? Our Lord came to fulfil the law, so He was 
now proclaiming that He would bring about 
once again this year that God had destined. 
It was not possible for Him to do it when He 
was on this earth, but He was foretelling that 
He would still bring it about within the world. 

We have been told and taught in the 
Scriptures that when the Lord returns a 
sign will come in the heaven and the trump 
will sound, and the whole world will hear 
this trump being sounded by the highpriest, 
sounding that the acceptable year of the Lord, 
the Year of the Jubilee is now about to begin, 
where in that period of time that peaceful 
kingdom all will be equal. There will be no 
want. There will be no sickness. There will 
be no greed. There will not be that desire to 
put down one’s fellowman. Everyone will be 
equal with the blessings of God, and so our 
Lord will fulfil that law to bring about that. We 
will be the recipients of that. 

He then went on to say: 
“And the day of vengeance of our God; to 

comfort all that mourn.” 
There will be a day of vengeance for those 

that have been martyred and those that have 
been oppressed, and all of those things. We 
know that under the golden altar the martyrs 
are saying - How long before thou will avenge 
us for what was done unto us? He has said 
that that day will then occur because God’s 
promise was that He will be the one to bring 
about this vengeance, not mankind. Those 
that mourn will be comforted to know that 
the tribulations that they had to put up with 
in serving God will turn from mourning into 
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rejoicing. 
Be not deceived brothers and sisters, 

around the world on this very day there are 
many Christian believers who are being 
persecuted for standing up for their faith. 
They are suffering. There are bombs going 
off in churches every 
Sunday killing many 
of those who are 
attending. Do they 
stop attending? No. 
They are mourning 
for what is happening, 
and our Lord will bring 
about an end to that 
mourning when He 
returns. He says: 

“To appoint unto 
them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them 
beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of 
praise for the spirit of 
heaviness; that they 
might be called trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that 
he	might	be	glorified.” 

We see there the great promise that He 
is our Highpriest, and when He returns as 
the King of Kings He will bring about only 
blessings, blessings for those that are in Zion 
which is the Church. We can look forward 
even though we may see in the world these 
things going on, there will be beauty that will 
appear in the ashes, the oil of joy will come 
amongst us, the garment of praise, the spirit 
of heaviness will be taken away, and we shall 
be called the righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord that He might be glorified. 

Our Lord is at the right hand of God. He 
is continuing to bring about the fulfilment of 
His labour that He was sent into the world to 
do. In our Lord’s explanation or meaning of 
the words He also added some things there 
which no doubt was a translation of what the 
prophet meant, and we find these things: 

“To preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to blind.” 

He will bring about the recovery of the blind 

to bring sight to them. The Jewish nation, the 
Apostle Paul said have had scales put on 
their eyes that they cannot see, but through 
the working of Christ and through the love 
of His Father to His people those scales will 
be removed before He returns. It is slowly 
happening today throughout the world where 
the organisation called Jews for Jesus is now 
realising that Jesus was the Messiah, and 
they are about to go out into the world and 
try and convince other Jews that they should 
remove those scales. Our Lord will assist by 
bringing sight to the blind so that they too can 
be part of that call when the trump sounds, 
that they too can receive the blessings that 
have been promised. He said there also: 

“To set at liberty them that are bruised.” 
To be bruised in this life means that we are 

bruised from sin. Something has happened 
unto us and we feel that we are bruised and 
we cannot then give the honour and glory to 
our Lord as we should. The Lord has shown in 
revelation to the church at this time that there 
are many out there that have been bruised. 
He wants to heal them. He has asked us to 
play our part at reminding them and gathering 
them back under the tree so that He can 
relieve that bruising and bring about some 
peace again to those people, for He does not 
want anyone to be missed. He wants all to be 
partakers of that great promise. 

Remember He said when He was on this 
earth - Tear down this temple and in three 
days I will build it up again. He was speaking 
about His body. He was indicating to us that 
we should have that same faith. This living 
temple of God, even though mankind is trying 
to tear it down, on the third day He will raise it 
up again, as the graves will be opened and all 
will come out, and be part once again of the 
living temple of God from the beginning of His 
labour to the end. It is a sight we cannot even 
contemplate. We must never lose faith in the 
bodily resurrection of Christ, because on that 
day when the Church resurrects, so will bring 
about the final victory over death. Death will 
be gone for ever in this world. What a hope! 
Let us stick to that hope as we go through 
life.   Amen  

“To appoint unto 
them that mourn 

in Zion, 
to give unto them 
beauty for ashes,
 the oil of joy for 

mourning, 
the garment of 
praise for the 

spirit of heaviness;
 that they might 

be called trees of 
righteousness, 

the planting of the 
Lord, 

that he might be 
glorified.”
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Our Lord was born flesh and dwelt on earth. Mary conceived by 
the Holy Ghost and gave birth to our Lord; born flesh but was also the 
son of God. He came from heaven to earth, to bring mankind back to 
God. The enemies of God could now be overcome; (sin…hell…death). 
Before His resurrection, He put in place the way for His servants to 
complete God’s work on earth. He commissioned His disciples to go 
into all nations to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son and the 
Holy Ghost. (Matthew Chapter 28 verses 19-20.) 

Christ’s mission completed, He now returned to the Father so the 
Comforter which was spoken of could come to earth. Christ’s ascension 
to heaven was seen by those who were standing by. An angel appeared 
and spoke to them and told them as they see Him going up to heaven so 
shall He come again to earth from heaven. As Christ is the first fruits of 
all things He gives us the chance to follow Him. 

Before His ascension He made a statement to His disciples. (John 
Chapter 16 verses 5-16.) Now he says He goes away so the Comforter 
can come to earth to stay and find a place to dwell in earthen vessels, to 
complete God’s plan. That happened at Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost 
came down and entered into the heart and soul of man. Now vessels 
for the Holy Ghost can go into all nations to teach and baptize, and 
bring souls back to God, and prepare a bride for Christ. From the day of 
Pentecost to this very day the Holy Ghost continues to play its roll, to 
build the church as a bride for Christ at His return. 

We can see God’s power working all around us. Man was created 
as flesh and blood, but flesh and blood cannot enter into heaven. (We 
are unclean.) There has to be a change and it is the Holy Ghost that will 
bring about that change. We must be changed from a natural being to a 
spiritual being. It is only through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
that power from God, that can make that change.

Ephesians 4:30
“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 

are sealed unto the day of redemption.”

Elder Ken Muller
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We record the passing of the 
following officers:

Retired Priest Don Leisemann 
– His funeral service was held 
at the Bundaberg Church on 
22nd March 2018.

Retired Priest Ivan Lerch 
(formerly of Bundaberg) – His 
funeral service was held at the 
Caboolture Lutheran Church on 
8th February 2018.

GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER FESTIVALS
From all reports services were well attended throughout 

the district, and many blessings were received during the 
festivals in Bundaberg.  During the weekend, hymns of 
praise to the Almighty God were rendered by the Choirs, 
Youth Chorus and Sunday School children.  The children 
were thankful to receive an Easter egg after service 
on Easter Sunday.  Thanks must go to the Bundaberg 
Community for the meals that were provided over the 
weekend and also to the String Band for playing during 
lunch.

An Officers’ Meeting was held on Saturday, followed by 
a meeting of the United Apostolic Volunteers Foundation.

 

Officers	enjoy	lunch	break	during	meeting

CHILDREN’S MUSTER
Each year this special event as 

part of the Easter Festival, brings 
children and parents together from 
different communities to celebrate 
our faith, learn more about GOD and 
have FUN together! 

The event began with some games 
and a sausage sizzle on Good Friday 
night, with everyone happy to see 
each other and ready for a catch 
up. An old favourite in the form of 
‘Roasting marshmallows on the 
open fire’ after our ice cream sundae 
bar for dessert, gave us the energy 
needed for ‘Spotlight’. Just one more 
game!!!

DISTRICT NEWS
Newsle t te r
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A short video clip was viewed on 
creation from which the children were 
tested on who knew the answers 
using speed, teamwork, buzzers and 
a computer generated spinner. They 
had to bust their team balloons and 
put the creations days into the correct 
order. This created some excitement 
and noisy competition.

Time to camp out, sleep and to find 
a place to hide from the loud horn, due 
to wake up at the hands of Deacon 
Brian early in the morning. (but that 
too has become a muster tradition – 
perhaps it will mysteriously disappear 
one year!)

After a fantastic breakfast, it was 
time to get down to the business of 
having FUN.

The theme of the muster was 
‘Creation’ and Deacon Brian Kaddatz 
and Sister Kristy Flor both held 
sessions explaining God’s creation 
including us (the questions asked 
certainly showed the children were 
interested and enjoyed the subject). 

Friday night speed buzzer games

Meal time

Created in the image of God
and Adam & Eve are tempted

Children listen intently to presentation

Deacon	Brian’s	Creation	presentation
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The children practised their song for 
Sunday service after being reminded of 
the many blessings received during our 
church services especially when our sins 
are washed clean each time we partake 
of Holy Communion.

We decided to have a rotation of four 
activities this year. The Scavenger Hunt 
was definitely a hit, but perhaps that was 
due to the donut eating competition along 
with some other interesting tasks. Then 
Bubble Soccer (or soccer played in blow-
up suits that make everyone look like 
Sumo Wrestlers) was an absolute hoot. 
Human sized Hungry Hippo and roller 
boarding games proved interesting. A craft 
activity of creating an image through dot 
art on a pillowcase that would be taken 
home as our Muster memento also proved 
very colourful and popular. 

It was fantastic to see everyone (adults 
included) having so much fun together and 
to hear the laughter and encouragement.

After lunch, the afternoon was finalized 
by a slip n slide amongst the light rain 
showers and some ice blocks.

A big thank you to all those who helped in 
any way, all who attended and the children 
for their good behaviour and for making this 
event so special.

SEE EVERYONE AGAIN NEXT YEAR! 

Muster set-up

Singing practice

Catch a donut

Sumo suits create games with a difference
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Muster Activities
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Muster Activities
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ANZAC DAY
Officers in various communities assisted with 

services to remember the day. Many members 
and children took part in marches and services 
and prayer.

A recent research article appeared in the 
British press showing how prayer played such an 
important part especially in World War Two.

NATIONAL DAYS OF PRAYER IN WORLD 
WAR TWO
It is largely forgotten today how much the nation 
trusted God during the last war. United in adversity and never once contemplating defeat,  King George 
VI called everyone to National  Days of Prayer at the crucial times listed below.

1. Dunkirk  Crowds flocked to church to pray for the men stranded on the beaches and Churchill ordered 
every available sea-going vessel across the Channel, hoping to snatch 30,000 back. A miracle occurred 
as the water became as calm as a millpond, enabling even  the smallest crafts to set sail, and a heavy 
storm grounded the Luftwaffe. Hitler then inexplicably halted his advance and within 10 days more 
than 335,000 Allied military personnel were rescued.

2 & 3. Battle of  Britain  The German objective was to destroy the RAF and its airfields.
a) A Day of Prayer was called at the height of the Battle on Sunday August 11th, 1940, and the King 

made an appeal to all young people to pray especially for the equally young pilots. Many responded, 
resulting in abandoned tennis courts and playing fields. During the following week Spitfires and 
Hurricanes shot down 180 Nazi bombers.

b) On August 30th, 1940, 800 enemy aircraft filled the skies intending to destroy key RAF airfields. 
By September 6th the situation was dire and defeat in the air seemed inevitable. The King therefore 
called another Day of Prayer on September 8th when churches were full to bursting. That week 185 
German planes were shot down and Goering gave up his assault. By September 15th Churchill was 
able to declare victory in the air.

4. Planned Invasion of  Britain  The next Day of Prayer was called by the King on March 23rd, 1941, 
during a period of heavy bombing in London. He was unaware it was the actual date planned by 
Hitler for the invasion! German ships were soon blown off course and the Fuehrer changed his entire 
plans, switching instead to an invasion of Russia.

5. North Africa  The fifth Day of Prayer was called in September 1942 when the British Eighth Army 
had been driven back to the borders of Egypt by Rommel’s Afrika Korps. General Montgomery was 
appointed as the Eighth Army Commander and led British forces to the significant victory of El 
Alamein when Rommel was on leave and enemy fuel supplies from Rome failed to arrive on time. The 
battle was a turning point in the war.

6. Italy defeated  A Day of Prayer was called on September 3rd, 1943, the fourth anniversary of the 
declaration of war on Germany. Italy surrendered 
to the Allies within 24 hours and Mussolini was 
assassinated.

7. D-Day and beyond  The seventh Day of Prayer 
was called in Spring 1944, for all military 
personnel. The poor weather hindering the D-Day 
offensive suddenly relented and fine weather 
on June 6th allowed the Normandy invasion of 
France and Europe to begin, during which time 
far fewer lives than expected were lost.
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Unbelievers will always remain skeptical but Christians believe God responded directly to the National 
Days of Prayer and caused miracles to happen, eventually lead ing to Victory in Europe on May 8th, 
1945. There are several books which bear testimony to incredible answers to prayer in times of great 
national crisis, including:
 Dunkirk, A Miracle of Deliverance. An amazing account by Frederick Grossmith of what actually 
happened on the beaches. Published in 1979, it is available second  hand (see below).
   The Trumpet Sounds for Britain by David Gardner. Vol. 1. Revival or Perish; Vol. 2. God’s Mighty 
Acts of Deliverance (dealing with battles down the centuries, especially World War Two); Vol. 3. The 
Alarming Apostasy and its Inevitable Consequences (speaks for itself). They are now available as a 
combined volume. 
   Miracles and Angels: Evidence for Truth byVictor Pearce. Eagle Press 2002.
All these books can be found secondhand online at www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet.

SOUTHERN DISTRICT NEWS
We record the passing of Priest Hilton Emmett of Toowoomba.  Priest Hilton spent time in the 

northern communities over the years.
Former members of Mackay Community, Mel and Lyn Daniel, recently celebrated their 

Golden Wedding in Hatton Vale.
Bro. Neil Lindenmayer of East Ipswich celebrated his 

90th birthday on 10th December.  Sadly, he has since 
passed from this life and his funeral service was held 
at Hatton Vale on 18th April.  Bro. Neil was a Deacon at 
Malmoe for many years.

Late Priest Hilton Emmett Golden Wedding - Mel & Lyn Daniel

90th Birthday - Bro. Neil 
Lindenmayer before his 

passisng
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OVERSEAS NEWS
NEW ZEALAND

On the other side of the ditch things are going from strength to strength with the grace of 
our Lord. Auckland community under the guide of Priest Rey started with the Children Ministry, 
teaching the children after divine services. The children are enjoying the lessons and it is our 
prayers that the children will grow in the knowledge of 
God.

Elder Peet, Evangelist Theo and Priest Ludwig 
visited the Auckland community on several occasions 
and will continue with this arrangement once a month. 
A big thank you to the Auckland community for always 
welcoming visiting officers and their families with open 
arms. 

Sister Christine from the Hamilton community had 
surgery in January and is doing really great in her 
process to full recovery. We praise God for His guiding 
hand over our beloved sister. Hamilton community 
continue to have shared services with the 
Anglican community there.

As mentioned in the previous edition, 
Deacon Len Riekert and his family moved 
from Auckland to New Plymouth in the last 
week of January. A milestone for UACNZ as 
a new community came to life. Priest Rey 
and his family travelled from Auckland to New 
Plymouth for the first divine service there.

It is with great joy that we’ll be having 
Confirmation Service on Sunday 20th of May 
2018 in Auckland. All the communities in 
Aotearoa will gather to celebrate yet another 
milestone for UACNZ as we will witness the 
confirmation of three of our sisters on that day. 
Priest Wayne Schneider and his wife Sister 
Karen from the Maryborough community in 
Queensland will be visiting us for this special 
occasion. Greetings from everyone here in 
New Zealand. 

Priest Rey with Auckland Sunday School Hamilton Sunday School

Evangelist Theo, Priest Ludwig & Priest 
Rey during divine service

Elder Peet, Priest Ludwig, Priest Rey & Bro. Greg

Brothers	of	Auckland	together	with	the	officers
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CANADA
Bishop Edwin had to report the sad news of the passing 

of a faithful deacon, Bro. Haroon Nasir, as a result of an 
accident. He was only 50 years of age and fulfilled the role of 
Church Secretary. Despite the shock, members celebrated 
all Lenten services, Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter 
services in unity and joy. Winter seems to be prolonged this 
year and all are hoping for the summer season as spring 
seems to be lost.

The Bishop has been in communications with a group in 
Denver, Colorado USA for some time 
and they now wish to become part of 
United Apostolic Church. A brother has 
agreed to be ordained as a Deacon 
to lead the 
community. The 
Bishop plans to 
visit during June 
to set all things in 
place and asks we 
pray for this new 
work.

Deacon Len  Riekert & family Priest Rey and family visit the Riekerts for 
first	divine	service	in	Plymouth

First service in Plymouth

Easter service

Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday walk

Easter service 

Palm Sunday symbol
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MYANMAR (BURMA)
Evangelist Van lal Lawm reports 

regularly on progress. Unfortunately 
his wife has not been well and had 
to be hospitalised during this time. 
The members are very thankful for 
the support contributed from the New 
Zealand Church to help with this 
mission. Well attended services for all 
the recent festivals are reported with 
many enquires from Buddhist visitors. 
The Buddhist people celebrate each 
April a “Water Festival” with holidays. 
The Evangelist also uses those days to 
put on a Christian seminar for members 
and visitors which points to Jesus Christ 
as the only future in their lives. 
He shifted the 
venue this year 
to a new area Hti 
Dow Moe to attract 
new visitors. It 
was successful 
and he wrote 
“Gathering our 
people together 
at one place and 
learning together 
is our joy and our 
happiness in the 
Lord.”

INDIA
Bishop Vinod advises summer 

has started and temperatures are 
up to 43°. all services were well 
attended especially during Lent, 
Palm Sunday, Good Friday and 
Easter. A new Priest Bro. Ratnabhal 
was ordained to serve in the Jalaji 
community. The new church building 
being constructed should be finished 
for dedication in the near future. 
Elder Joe’s health has not been 
good during this time. All blankets, 
school bags and educational 
assistance was completed.

Church service

SeminarFeeding children

Seminar
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Group	photo	after	a	seminar	for	officers

Children received school assistance Rajasthan district

Children and needy brothers & sisters received assistance

After service members assembled for photo
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Needy received blankets and medical aid

Members gather for a photo after church service

Members gather after service at Monadungar

Education assistance was given to children
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School children receive backpacks

Officers	distributing	school	bags	to	children

Needy brother & sisters receive blankets

Group photo after service at Bamera

Sunday Service at Gamdi
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KENYA
Bishop Daniel reports 

regularly on progress and 
events. All Elder districts give a 
monthly report of their officers 
meetings. All report steady 
growth in the communities 
as well as work in new areas. 
Good Friday and Easter 
Festivals were well attended. 
On 8th April Elder Andrew and 
his wife Sis. Jerusha travelled 
to Ogembo with family to be 
legally married and receive 
a blessing. Like so many in 

Elder blesses new born

Bishop	and	other	officers	and	needy	families	or	farmers

Beneficiaries	of	Townsville	Rotary	Club

Bishop Daniel addresses needy women on farming project
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Kenya they had only been 
married customarily and 
had the desire to make 
it official before God. 
Bishop Daniel performed 
the Christian marriage. A 
message was sent from 
the Apostle. The political 
situation has eased 
as the President and 
Opposition Leader have 
agreed to work together 
for the sake of peace. The 
new works in Maasai are being 
blessed with the ordination 
of deacons to serve. Also 
five children were baptised. 
Drought affected areas are 
seeing the people move to 
our church areas which puts 
pressure on the cost of food 
and relief assistance. The 
church members there are 
assisting where possible. 
The Bishop has now advised 
of heavy rains. After drought 
now floods. More than 200,000 
people were displaced by floods, thousands of homes were destroyed and lost lives record 
near 100 with more reports coming daily. Our prayers are with all. Legal matters are ongoing.

Womens seminar on 3rd March 2018

Needy	women	with	officers,	Bishop	Daniel,	Elder	Peter	&	
Elder Zachariah

Needy families supplied with Cathecism book
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New Community

Needy	women’s	time	to	go	home	after	visting	
farm projects

Needy women team discuss as they continue to 
visit other farm projects Needy	woman	Hellen	Nyambeki	a	beneficiary	of	

Rotary Club inspects the farm aided by the Rotary 
Club fund

Elder Zachariah with needy woman by name Kerubo Babu 
right
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PAKISTAN
Elder Earnest 

advises that Palm 
Sunday, Good Friday 
and Easter services 
are reported as 
excellent having 
more attendance in 
these services than 
previously. After Good 
Friday service in every 
community, members 
joined in food and 
fellowship. Security 
needs to be at high 
level for Christian 
functions. Pastoral 
letters and teaching are a big help 
to serve in the communities. Officers 
meetings and teaching seminars 
have gone well. School fee help for 
needy families has been requested 
and it is hoped UAVF can assist. 
The community at Chak 22 have 
constructed the church building up 
to the roof and are now raising funds 
to complete the roof. There are now 
thirty-five active communities.

Thankful widows Enjoying food

Cooking and serving team

Children are happy after receiving the gifts of clothes for Easter
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Sisters of Pato Ke community after service

Members in Good Friday service

Members and children in Sunday School service
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PHILIPPINES
With the country in election mode the streets and 

airways come alive. Despite this, it has been a busy time 
for the church. Elder Dan visited Cebu and the two districts 
in Mindanao. He visited as many communities as he 
could and held officers seminars and training meetings. 
While there, he ordained new officers for communities 
in need, three priests, three assisting priests, two local 
evangelists, and one deacon. The Elder was moved by 
all communities’ faith, even though many of the members 
only get their existence from the fruits grown. 

Bishop Delfin, Bishop Jimmy and some other officers 
visited Abra to be with Bishop Padares for officers 
meetings and training, and to receive reports from communities. They were able to visit Retired 
Bishop Dagsi in Lamoa, who sends his greetings to all. Work is progressing to replace the 
church building that was destroyed by a landslide. Some of the building has been salvaged but 
a new site must be prepared. 

The National Youth Camp was held at Pacpaco, Tarlac, with approximately 200 youth 
attending. As this was prior 
to Good Friday a combined 

Elder Dan mission to Cebu & Mindinao

Service in temporary churchOfficers	Seminar	conducted	by	Elder

Officers	meet	with	ElderOfficers	meet	with	Elder
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festival service was held with the youth and 
many members travelled for the occasion. A 
blessed time was recorded as well as well 
attended services in all churches. 

Sadly Bro. Flaviano Cayabyab, Bishop 
Delfin’s father, passed away suddenly at age 
88. His funeral was held at Dagupan led by 
Bishop Jimmy.

Typhoon damage to members as reported by
Elder Lasacay, Mindinoa

Typhoon damage Mindinoa

Bishops unite

Abra district visit

Officers	seminar	Abra	district
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Community  News
NUNDAH

The latter part of January saw Priest Neil  
Hickson still incapacitated, but thanks to the 
Nundah deacons and visiting altar servants 
the community was well blessed.

In February, Bishop Ben and Sister Suellen, 
as well as Priest Wayne and Sister Karen 
Schneider visited. During the month, a meeting 
was held with Sunday School teachers and 
parents to discuss the proposed agenda for 
2018 which came out of the Officers’ Seminar.

February also saw the sad passing of 
Brother Des Kaddatz. Brother Des had not 
been well for some time and during visits by 
Priest Neil and Sister Maree, Brother Des and 
Priest Neil would discuss their great passion 
of automobiles. Priest Neil said that he had 
waited for fifty years to find someone with a 
like passion. Those discussions will be surely 
missed.

A visit in March from Elder Ken and Sister 
Narelle Muller was most welcome. The 
community was greatly uplifted as both 
deacons were away. After divine service a 
meeting was held. Priest Des and Sister Lois 
Walz also visited in March.

Priest Neil visited Brother Don and Sister 
Dell Grienke in March. The Lord answered 
prayer and Sister Dell had returned to her 
former, happy self after being unwell during a 
previous visit.

Good Friday saw a good attendance of 
members. Easter Sunday had a drop in 
attendance due to members travelling to family 
in other communities, the Children’s Muster 
and the Youth attending the Youth Camp. The 
children made book marks to celebrate the 
Easter Festival and a book mark was given to 
every member who attended divine service. 
The children received their traditional Easter 
egg and when asked the significance of the 
egg they gave the appropriate explanation.

Clothing from various communities filled part 
of the hall and thanks to the very dedicated 
members the stockpile was soon reduced 
to packed boxes ready for despatch to the 
Philippines. Boxes ready to go

My life....   Des Kaddatz
was born in Toogoolawah. Worked 

on farm with Mum, Dad & family. Two 
brothers and two sisters got married and 
moved away, that left just Mum, Dad & 
me so we moved into town. Got a job 
delivering bread etc for Bob Harnell. Then 
a job as a yardman and doer of everything 
at Bill Purcell’s pub. Good job. Did about a 
year painting houses. Then branched out 
and bought a tip truck. Made pretty good 
money. Got married and bought a caravan 
and followed the work around Queensland. 
When I moved I drove the Ford Mainline 
and caravan, and Betty drove the truck. 
Worked well. We built roads from Yelarbon 
to Goondiwindi. Played cricket and tennis. 
The children began so we found a job 
there (in Nambour) and a lovely Chev reg 
at 7 ton. Got the job building the Maroochy 
Airport. Played a lot of sport including a 
lot of tennis and cricket. Got 2 hat tricks 
one day. Two trophies for 2 hundreds. 
Had several tennis games against Roy 
Emmerson. Could never beat him though 
I got four games off him one day. He 
must have been sick. Played tennis night 
fixtures. Played night fixture at Caloundra. 
Spent about 14 years in Nambour area. 
Sold and bought a set of units at Peregian 
Beach. Had units for about 6 years, sold 
and moved to Margate. Played cricket 
and tennis again until I was in 80s. Was 
captain and coach for Sandgate-Redcliffe 
4th Grade cricket team for a few years. 
Played table tennis at Margate until 
90years. Sang in church male choir for 
many years.
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CABOOLTURE
On the 3rd of March we held our annual 

community picnic which was at Bribie island. 
The rain stayed away and allowed us to have a 
great day at the beach.  A few children brought 
fishing gear and cast nets. They did manage 
to catch a pike and some little bream. A few 
short games were played; egg and spoon race 
and smash the piñata. 

On the 4th of March the district celebrated 
thanksgiving for the Elder Office, with the 
Bishop bringing forth thanks for the past year 
and petition for the year ahead. With lunch and 
bellies filled, and a few speeches, the day was 
soon over. A few members travelled from other 
communities to celebrate with Elder Ken. 

March 11th we had a visit from Priest Wayne 
Schneider and family while Elder Ken Muller 
visited Nundah. 

Easter weekend saw some families travel to 
Bundaberg for the Good Friday Festival and 
the Children’s Muster. Some families chose to 
camp at the church grounds with the muster 
starting Friday afternoon. All the children 
enjoyed the activities and the weekend, so 
a big thank you to the organizers for a great 
weekend. 

After the Easter Festival the youth prepared 
themselves for the Youth Camp at Hervey 
Bay. From all reports they completely enjoyed 
themselves. For some it was their first time 
and can’t wait until next year.  

Children enjoying the water

Cast net throwing

Pinata fun

Children receive Easter eggs

Priest Neil had an unexpected phone call 
from his brother, Robin who was in Brisbane 
for the week and had a spare day. They spent a 
very enjoyable time together. Nundah has had 
its share of visitors from other communities for 
which we are thankful. We sometimes feel that 
we are at the end of the road, but people still 
know where to find us.
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Caboolture Youth
Our youthful members went for an outing up to the coast. 

Planning a month ahead of time, they organized themselves to 
spend more time together as an independent group and show 
new motivation in engaging in outside activities.

On the 24th of March, we decided that our first gathering was 
a beach trip towards the north in Mooloolaba. Transportation 
was organized within the youth to arrive there at 8:00am and 
have a cooked breakfast at a nearby park at the beach, then 
later go for a swim. Although the weather didn’t fare well on the 
day, cloudy skies, strong winds, choppy waves had restricted 
half the beach, the meet up and breakfast was still enjoyable. 
After filling up on breakfast we all walked off the food by going 
to the far side of the beach and examining the Blue Bottles 
and Blue Dragons washed up on the beach. The swim was 
exhausting to a degree, from the waves pushing and pulling 
you in the ocean or occasionally slamming against you, but we 
still had fun in the end. The walk back seemed longer than on 
the way there, but we all got back in the end and washed off 
the saltwater to then have a quick game of cricket to cap off 
the day. We all packed up and drove home to other activities or 
to relax for the rest of the day. We plan to make this a regular 
event to get out more often together and have fun.

Carter enjoying the water

Youth outing - beach trip
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CALOUNDRA
A visit from Bishop Ben to the community on 

the 28th February begins this period of time for 
Caloundra. There were also visitors from other 
communities present that day, so an added 
blessing was received.

Members travelled to Caboolture community 
on the 4th March to attend the Thanksgiving 
service for Elder Ken Muller’s birthday. A warm 
welcome was received by all who attended, 
and many blessings were evident that day.

Priest Ray Weder’s birthday thanks was 
celebrated on the 18th March with members 
of the community being extremely thankful 
for the Priest Office in the community and the 
blessings that have been received through that 
office. After service lunch was provided and a 
cake presented to Priest Ray to celebrate his 
special day.

On the Sunday afternoon following divine 
service, the Youth and Sunday School children 
decided to try out one of the water parks on 
the Sunny Coast. Everyone arrived eager 
and excited but a little nervous as well. The 
older members, not mentioning any names, 
Damian, Shane and Kirrily, soon learnt that 
they are not as fit as they used to be, while the 
youth and children just kept going and going. 
It was a fantastic afternoon with lots of falls 
which resulted in lots of laughter and bruises. 

The Easter period was well attended 
and blessings felt throughout this period of 
time. The traditional gift of Easter eggs was 
distributed on Easter Sunday to the children 
and members of the community.

Deacon Damian, Sis Kirrily, Taylor and 
Cassidy Muller attended the Youth Camp in 
Hervey Bay at Campialba. Many blessings 
and knowledge were shared throughout the 
week, with the camp concluding with Divine 
service at the Maryborough community. 

The community welcomes back Deacon 
Don Lerch and thanks all the visitors that have 
attended in this period of time. 

Fun at the water park
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GYMPIE
The period kicked in with an unscheduled 

service at Theebine on January 14. A second 
service followed on February 25 which 
coincided with a timely visit from Bishop Ben 
and Sis. Suellen to Gympie community. This 
was appreciated by the local members. The 
service at Theebine hosted the largest number 
of locals at a service in our experience. 
Services have continued each month at 
Cooloola Coast. Sis. Mila Johnson has had 
her sister visiting from the Philippines, adding 
to the number in attendance.

During January, Ev. Brice Kaddatz received 
a call from the Gympie Mayor’s office 
with a request to take the opening prayer 
and commentary for the Gympie Mayoral 
Prayer Breakfast on February 2. This was a 
unique experience as Gympie hosts what is 
understood to be the largest Mayoral Prayer 
Breakfast in Queensland; 600 attendees. 
The breakfast is very well regarded, always 
providing a quality guest speaker and 
entertainment. Folk travel from distant parts to 
be present. This was undertaken successfully 
on behalf of the church as part of the combined 
church’s network in Gympie.

On March 3, Ev. Brice also responded to an 
unexpected request from a family domiciled at 
Inskip Point, near Rainbow Beach. Gail Heit, 
wife of Chris and mother of two adult sons, 
had passed away suddenly and unexpectedly 
while camping during the seasonal break. 
The funeral had been delayed for some 
weeks. The connection was made through 
family of one of our member families who 
were camping in the area and we were 
approached to perform a committal service 
for Gail’s ashes to be scattered on the waters 
of Sandy Straight, according to Gail’s wishes. 
It was confirmed that Gail was baptised and 
a believer, making the task easier, and the 
service was completed in the presence of a 
gathering of approximately fifty of her family 
and friends. Chris, Clayton and Daniel were 
very appreciative of the service rendered.

The last days of February saw the community 
catering swing into action once again. 
Meetings were catered for in Glasshouse 
Mountains, Gympie and Bundaberg; some 

220 or so meals in total. Once again, we say 
thanks to Deacon Warren and Sis. Joy Flor for 
their assistance in Bundaberg. It happened to be 
Sis. Fran Kaddatz’ birthday that day, celebrating 
70 years young. She was presented with a vase 
of wildflowers on behalf of all those who have 
come to appreciate her home cooked delicacies 
over the past couple of years.

During February, the community sent Sis. Julia 
Kaddatz off to Emerald Pastoral College for the 
next phase in her life. Of course, her dad Deacon 
Brian had attended the college approximately 
thirty years ago. It was a little ironical that Julia 
has assisted in pulling down an old set of stock 
yards at Birragarra, the college cattle property, 
which her dad helped build during his tenure.

Theebine service

Mayoral Prayer Breakfast

Committal for Gail Heit
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On March 25 members gathered at the 
home of Bro. Vince and Sis. Kim Vitetta for 
a home blessing. Bro. Vince had carried out 
numerous renovations on the home and it 
was fitting to look for a blessing on the life 
of all family occupants within the dwelling. 
A congenial afternoon ensued, and all 
assembled appreciated the strong desire of 
the family for the Lord’s blessing to preside in 
the home. 

Cooloola Coast Service - Fellowship after service

Home Blessing Group Fran’s	presentation	at	Bundaberg

MARYBOROUGH
We kick off this first quarter report for 2018 with a small but enthusiastic group taking part in 

the annual community picnic. The children, both young and old, had a fun afternoon at the church 
hall with water pistols and a small pool after having a sausage sizzle for lunch. There was also 
a lolly hunt, a mystery parcel and guess the number of lollies in a bottle to keep the less active 
busy. The summer afternoon would not have been complete without the watermelon and ice 
blocks, even if it was used as a time to ambush Priest Wayne Schneider.

January also saw us welcome Bro. Jamie Granzien to the community. Jamie moved up from 
Hatton Vale for a short time and has now returned closer to his family.

We had our first Bible Study for 2018 at the Niethe family home on 2nd February. The topic of 
discussion was the 2018 “Morning Salute”.

Our first BBQ for the year was also held in early February at the hall for lunch. Priest Peter 
Niethe has reviewed the previous community events and proposed a trial of mixing up BBQs and 
Bible Studies to make them more accessible. This will be undertaken from May until the end of 
the year.

Water pistol action Priest Wayne gets ambushed.



51

Another new project currently on trial is 
the hiring of a community bus each Sunday 
to pick up anyone for service. This began on 
18th February and has proved popular so far. 
Bro. Troy Mischke has taken on the bus driver 
responsibilities.

The week ending February and beginning 
March was a little unusual for the community 
with the celebration of three members’ 
birthdays, Troy, Vickie & Brad. We lined them 
up for a photo as a reminder! 

In March we substituted a hot dish evening 
for the monthly BBQ. As it was Lent we 
watched a short video demonstrating Faith 
and discussed the implications in our lives of 
trusting God.

Elder Doug and Sis Elva Kirchner also 
visited during Lent on the 25th February.

Following the busy festival times, the Youth 
Camp began at Campialba, Hervey Bay and 
concluded with service in Maryborough on 
Sunday 8th April. Maryborough Community 
provided lunch for approximately 130 visitors 
which is no mean feat for a small community 
with several members away on holidays. The 
two priests assisted with presentations at the 
camp as did Maryborough member, Sarah-
anne who spoke about her life. 

This report concludes with us looking 
forward to a special community outing this 
coming Sunday. We have organised the bus to 
transport all to Queens Park for a basket lunch 
after service and a look at the miniature trains 
that run on the last Sunday of each month.

With greetings from Maryborough.

Camden’s	lolly	haul

First bus passenger

Niethe Bible study

Three birthdays in one week!

Sez presenting at youth camp
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BUNDABERG
Volunteers from the community conducted 

a sausage sizzle at the Bundaberg Bunnings 
store as a charity fundraiser for the U.A.V.F. on 
Wednesday 14th February.

The Bundaberg Symphony Orchestra 
performed a public concert in the church hall on 
Sunday afternoon 25th February. The concert 
was well attended, and the audience enjoyed 
some fine music. The program included the 
theme from “Lawrence of Arabia”, “Dance 
of the Tumblers”, “Samson and Delilah” and 
pieces from Argentina, Uruguay, Slovenia and 
Scotland. The orchestra and audience then 
enjoyed afternoon tea and fellowship.

The community was once again represented 
at the “World Day of Prayer” service on 2nd 
March. The annual event was held this year 
at the Salvation Army Church. The theme of 
the service and the focus of the prayers was 
for the women and children of Surinam, South 
America.

We welcomed Apostle Cliff and Sis. Heather 
for a visit during Lent. A Bible discussion 
evening on Saturday 3rd March was held. 
The topic was “The Signs of the Times” with 
reference to Revelation chapters 8 and 9. It 
was good to hear how some of these divine 
prophecies have come about, in the past and 
to this present time. The Apostle was then 
here for divine service on Sunday 4th March. 
A picnic lunch was followed by a meeting with 
question and discussion time with Apostle 
Cliff, which concluded a blessed weekend.

With love and respect, we report the passing 
from this life of Priest Don Leisemann, aged 
77 years, on 17th March. Priest Don was 
a member of this community all his life. For 
twenty of those years as a Priest he ministered 
here as a servant of God for the people. Prior 
to that time, he also served the Lord as a choir 
conductor for eighteen years.

We experienced a very blessed and busy 
Easter Festival. The annual Children’s Muster 
on Good Friday evening and Saturday was 
certainly a part of those blessings. The youth 
(locals and visitors) got together on Easter 
Saturday afternoon at Bundy Bowl. A game of 
ten pin followed by Laser Skirmish made for a 
good time for all. The usual District Officers’ 

Meeting was held on Saturday. We are 
thankful for the spiritual and physical blessings 
received over those festival days.

Bundaberg Sunday School
After everyone enjoyed their holidays, our 

Sunday School commenced on the 21st of 
January. All children were welcomed back 
for another year. As Aunty Merle Franklin 
had retired after many years of service we 
welcomed Aunty Paula Walz as a Sunday 
school teacher and hope she enjoys it like the 
rest of the teachers do. Our Sunday School 
and community picnic was to be held on 
the 3rd February but due to the elements of 
the weather it had to be postponed until the 
next Saturday 10th February. All gathered at 
Neilson Park beach, Bargara from 2pm with 
many enjoying a swim. Later, the children 
joined together and played some games. The 
BBQs were fired up for dinner only to find out 
there were some baby turtles making their way 
back to the ocean and this was a bonus for 
everyone to see. After consuming many ice 
creams and drinks and a great BBQ, all left for 
home overjoyed from a great afternoon. The 
children are all looking forward to the Easter 
Festival and the Children’s Muster. 

Symphony Orchestra Concert

World Day of Prayer Service
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Retirement of Sis. Merle Franklin Welcoming our new teacher Sis. Paula Walz

Community Picnic Games
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R.I. In-Service Training Day
Once again, we hosted the In-

service Training day at the hall 
on Thursday 8th February. This 
year it was well supported by all 
the churches involved in the co-
operative with sixty-five teachers 
in attendance. Bro. Warren Flor 
welcomed all for the day, then Ev. 
Mark Keune invited all to be in unity 
of prayer for blessings to be with us 
on the day and for the year ahead. 
A very sincere and encouraging 
prayer was brought, which touched 
the hearts of many of the teachers.

Our first guest speaker for the day was Jeff Irwin, the 
Principal of Woongarra State School who carried out 
the mandatory training for the teachers, which is now 
compulsory, and has to be done each twelve months. 
He spoke on the code of conduct for teachers and the 
statement of practice, the protection of children, and 
if an instance arises with an R.I. teacher, how to go 
through the correct process to report it. Firstly, report 
it to the classroom teacher who will then take it to the 
Deputy Principal, then to the Principal. He explained 
that when an R.I. teacher enters a school they come 
under the same rules and regulations as any school 
teacher and must be aware of all Workplace Health 
and Safety rules. He spoke very strongly of being 
involved on Facebook or social media with students 
and said this a definite ‘NO NO’.

Our second guest speaker was Trisha Garrad who 
was from the Catholic Education Department. She 
showed how to tell Bible stories by using figurines 

or using a video, and getting the children 
involved. In her topic of discovering the Bible 
she divided it into three periods; yesterday, 
today and tomorrow, and how to relate to it in 
our life. She spoke on the importance of The 
Creation over evolution and how to get children 
involved with Bible stories.

Our last speaker was Pauline Merefield who 
is the chairperson of the R.I. Co-operative in 
Bundaberg. She reminded all to make sure 
their Blue Card is up to date, always sign in 
when entering the school and to make sure 
they have their certificate signed by their 
church minister. She wished all a blessed year 
and then called on Bro. Warren to finish the day 
with prayer and he invited all to unite in praying 

Youth gather Easter Saturday night 
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RI guest speaker Mr Jeff Irwin

the Lord’s Prayer.
A special thanks 

to our catering 
ladies for providing 
morning tea and 
lunch on the day.

Over 50’s Group
Tw e n t y - t h r e e 

members attended 
the February 
outing for lunch 
at le Chefs 
Restaurant and an 
enjoyable day was 
had by all. We also included a celebration for Bro. Jack Franklin who reached the age of eighty 
on Boxing day. He is pictured cutting his birthday cake to mark the occasion.

On the 21st of March the group met at the home of Charlie and Jenny Matthews at Bargara for 
a scrumptious morning tea and then we drove a short distance to the Sandhills Sports Club and 
enjoyed each other’s company over lunch. 

Greetings from Bundaberg.

80th Birthday Jack Franklin Members of the 80s club

Over	50’s	at	Sandhills	Bowls	Club
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EULOGY – DON LEISEMANN
Dad was born Donald Herbert Leisemann to 

Herbert and Verda Leisemann on September 8th, 
1940 in Bundaberg. He was the twin brother of 
sister Nova, and brother to elder sister Lynne, 
younger brother Lindsay and younger sister 
Gay. He went to primary school at Kalkie State 
School on Bargara Road and at the age of nine he 
regularly got up at 4am to ride into the NewsMail 
where he wrapped the daily paper before 
delivering them to residences and businesses 
in East Bundaberg. At his father’s insistence he 
left school at 14 and took up an apprenticeship 
at Arthur Bedford’s Garage on Bargara Rd as a 
spray painter. The highlight for Dad during this 
time was when he polished the Queen’s Rolls 
Royce during her Coronation tour of Australia in 

1956. Sometime after finishing his apprenticeship he started his own spray painting 
business at Leo Zielke’s garage, also on Bargara Rd. During these early days he 
played goalie for Arrows Hockey Club over on Hinkler Avenue in North Bundy. 

Around the age of 21 he moved his business to a building in Wyper Brothers on 
Tantitha St, and then to Electra St. Dad was a fit and lean young man when he was 
in his early twenties, a product some would say of his having to move his business 
so many times in the early days. Electra St was not the last of the business moves; 
for some reason the Bundaberg Council did not approve of dad’s business location in 
Electra St being next to a cordial works. It seems there were zoning laws even back 
then in the 1960s. Finally, dad found a perfect location for his panel beating and 
spray painting business on Petersen St in East Bundaberg, just across the road from 
the Bundaberg sawmill. During all of these moves he somehow found the time to 
court a lovely lady, Cheryl Jean Grotherr whom he married in 1962. Mum recalls that 
when dad arrived at her parents’ door one evening, suitably attired in blue suede 
shoes sporting a ‘bodgie’ haircut, her father Mick was suitably horrified at the sight 
that stood before him. However, somehow he must have gotten over this shock or 
dad subsequently changed his look. I think it might have been the latter. 

Around the late 60s/early 70s Dad added a tow truck service to his business 
and established an excellent name around town for being a fastidious and highly 
skilled spray painter who could mix colours by hand, as they did in those days, with 
precision. He was also highly regarded by Bundaberg Police as a reliable tow truck 
operator who could be called upon at any time of day or night to drop everything and 
attend an accident, some of which were quite severe. Mum supported dad in growing 
the business, doing the books, the payroll and maintaining the cashflow. Life as a 
panel beater/spray painter was not easy in those days as the insurance companies 
took a long time to pay on claims which often caused dad and mum a lot of stress. 
But they battled on and managed a sizeable team of high skilled and hard-working 
men. 

During these times mum and dad had two very handsome young sons, me born in 
1966 and my brother Bret born in 1968. 

In 1974 mum and dad decided that they were ready for a change and subsequently 
purchased a toy store and sub-newsagency on Barolin Street. This was a bit of a 

Late Priest Don Leisemann
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surprise as they had no prior knowledge of either businesses back then. Mum once 
again did the books in the new business and dad put his shoulder to the wheel again 
to earn a living. One of my earliest memories of this time is dad taking Bret and me 
into the toy shop for the first time and telling us we could pick any toy we wanted. I 
remember choosing the largest slot car set I could carry. This treat never happened 
again, so Bret and I made the most of it. To earn our pocket money dad put Bret 
and me to work selling the afternoon Telegraph at pubs and businesses around 
Bundaberg. Dad also spent his afternoons throwing newspapers from his ute with 
utmost precision right onto footpaths next to the front door. 

In his limited spare time dad was active as a member of Bundaberg Jaycees and 
later Apex where he did a great deal of community service work. 

In the mid 1980s the sub-newsagency was sold, the toy business was expanded 
to include a hobby shop and “Leisemann’s Toyworld” moved out to Sugarland on 
Takalvan Street where mum and dad worked as a team for 17 years. Dad had a 
love of hobbies and he was well known for his knowledge of model trains; he built 
many model train displays which Bret and I enjoyed and often help build with dad. 
The business grew and grew out at Sugarland and mum and dad worked very hard 
to establish a good name for the toy shop in Bundaberg. I remember early one 
Christmas morning at 3am dad received a phone call from a customer who had found 
our number in the phonebook. He was upset that the bike he had purchased had 
a faulty part – dad went down to the toy shop to get the customer a new bike and 
dropped it around to his house. Now that’s customer service you don’t see much of 
today!  

In 2001 mum and dad decided they had had enough of retail and sold the business. 
They eased into retirement, enjoying the fruits of their many years of hard work by 
enjoying a number of overseas holidays and spending our inheritance. Good luck 
to them we said. Highlights of their travels were Petra in Jordan, visiting Germany 
and a number of relaxing cruises. Mum would make the travel plans, and Dad would 
happily go wherever she wanted to go. 

Dad loved music. He was a member of the Bundaberg Municipal Band and was an 
avid tenor horn player after first trying his hand at the cornet. Dad started learning 
the violin in 1968 and took violin lessons in his lunch hour with Ben Buckingham so 
he could join the church string band and he was a member for the rest of his life 
until retiring just a few years ago. In his retirement he also joined the Bundaberg 
Symphony Orchestra and fell in love with classical music, especially the music of 
Andre Rieu. He sang in the church choir from the age of 14 and in 1972 he became 
choir conductor which he continued until 1990. He also became the string band 
conductor, and of course spent many weekends at music practice. Dad loved his 
music, not just playing it but also listening to it – his large collection of German oom 
pah pah music is testimony to his German heritage having an effect on his musical 
tastes. Later in life he enjoyed listening to John Denver and a variety of classical 
music. 

Dad had a strong faith in God. Dad attended church in this community all of his 
life. In 1990 Dad accepted the calling of the Lord and humbly accepted the role of 
Priest in this community. As the saying goes, “if you want something done, give it to 
a busy man”, so with their in-grained determination to do their best, dad and mum 
embarked on another new chapter of their lives. They never thought they were busy, 
they just got on with it. Dad loved everybody and would help anyone in need at the 
drop of a hat, and I know he found it very rewarding. 
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CHILDERS
We welcome the blessed rainfall we have 

enjoyed in this area. It is an uplift to look at 
the Lord’s Creation and see it flourish through 
this blessing.

During this part of the year it was with 
thankfulness we had an opportunity to consider 
the victories of our Lord Jesus Christ; victories 
He had over sin, hell and death.  It was with 
thankfulness as we realised we receive more 
of the gifts of wisdom and understanding as 
we entered into the festivals of Lent, Good 
Friday and Easter.

By this stage their boys were at university in Brisbane, so we didn’t see a lot of mum 
and dad during those years. As dad began to suffer from dementia he was retired 
as a Priest in 2010, although never one to slow down too much, he continued for a 
few more years providing pastoral care to the elderly members of the community. 

In retirement, Dad took up golf which provided a good source of exercise 
and enjoyment for him in his later years. He also loved to spend time with his 
grandchildren, play his violin and watch the cricket on TV with a cold beer or glass 
of good shiraz. 

Dad loved mum and was a real romantic - He always bought mum beautiful gifts 
and would spend hours in Bourbong Street looking for the perfect gift for mum. Dad 
always wanted mum to have the best of everything and was very generous, and I’m 
sure his daughters-in-law continue to appreciate the example he set for his sons. 

Dad loved cars, and we couldn’t even recall how many he had. Funny thing was, 
he drove a ute to work for most of his life, and dad would only drive the good car to 
church on Sundays…..I guess he was happy to watch mum enjoy driving the good 
car during the week. 

There is so much to tell about dad’s life. He never wasted a minute, he just kept 
taking more on, and he wouldn’t rest until he had done his best. One of dad’s 
favourite sayings was “you only get out of life what you put into it” and he certainly 
lived that motto every day of his life. He never let anything get him down, every 
negative was turned into a positive, and he never complained even when his health 
deteriorated. By 2010 dad was diagnosed with vascular dementia, a cruel disease 
that was slowly taking away his memory, and despite that he made it his focus to 
hold it at bay for as long as he could – he went to the gym for hours a day, changed 
his diet, and did mental exercises. In the last 18 months, he deteriorated more 
rapidly, but still had a smile on his face, and still had a joke and a laugh with all of 
us, even if he didn’t know who we were. 

As a husband, a father, an uncle, a grandfather, a businessman, a servant of 
God, a mate, and even as a stranger, he loved everybody and he 
gave life his all. Dad would never accept the praise we are giving 
him today, he would always remind us of the words above the altar. 

We all have special memories of Dad; please give thanks to God 
for those memories, and remember, “You only get out of life what 
you put into it.”

GOOMERI
 Time is fleeting by. Already this year we 

have celebrated the Lenten and Easter periods 
to the Honour and Glory of God.  

Apart from the above this has been a quiet 
period at Goomeri.  We thank all visiting 
officers and members who visited during this 
period.

Greetings from Goomeri.
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Members	gathered	at	Sister	Maureen’s	for	Home	Blessing

GLADSTONE
Once again, we have been blessed to have 

celebrated the Easter season.  All festival 
services were well attended during this period.  
The children all enjoyed the Easter eggs that 
they received following service on Easter 
Sunday.

During this period, we have had visits from 
the Bishops and District Elder along with many 
other travellers who are always a welcome 
blessing for small communities.

BINJOUR
In the first quarter of 2018 we were blessed with good rainfall and the area is still looking green 

and all the dams are full.  
We are again this year continuing to have Communion Services at the Coonambula Lodge at 

the Mundubbera Hospital on the third Saturday morning of each month.  This service is being 
well attended by the residents at the home as well as being well supported by members from 
both Binjour and Malmoe.  This has been very well received and all who attend come away with 
a great uplift.  

On Sunday 11th February, we commenced the Lenten Season in Binjour with a visit from 
Apostle Cliff and Sister Heather.  A great weekend with a hot dish evening and Bible Study on 
Saturday evening at Malmoe, then on Sunday with service in Binjour with Malmoe community 
joining us.  Following service all enjoyed a basket lunch in the hall.   Truly an uplifting weekend 
and a great start to the Lenten Season.

On 18th March we had our first lunch barbecue following service. 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday services were well attended.
Greetings from all in Binjour.

On March 10th the 
community was invited 
to join with Sister 
Maureen Rohdmann 
at her new place of 
residence to give 
thanks to the Lord for 
the provision of a lovely 
place to call home and 
ask him to provide 
further blessings for 
family and home life.

Children receiving Easter eggs in Gladstone
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MALMOE
This year, as we were looking to the 

commencement of the Lenten Season, we 
were blessed to receive a visit from the Apostle 
and Sister Heather. The weekend commenced 
with a hot dish evening and Bible Study with a 
beautiful autumn sunset as our backdrop. Bible 
Study was based within the Book of Revelation 
and reminded us of the signs in the world at 
present and into the future. On Sunday, Malmoe 
closed for the day to join with Binjour for service 
with the Apostle. We thank the Apostle and 
Sister Heather for the sacrifice to make this trip 
to visit us here in the west. 

Sunday the 25th we celebrated another year of 
the Priest Office being active in the community 
with thanks for Priest Justin’s birthday. Again, 
there were some visitors in attendance for the 
day. Elder Wayne led the thanksgiving service 
and following service all joined together for a 
basket lunch in the hall. As part of the day the 
Sunday School children sang and presented 
Priest Justin with a card signed by all the 
children, and a new black tie. 

On Good Friday morning we awoke to the 
sad news of the passing of Sister Narelle 
Schulte. Sis Narelle had suffered a stroke on 
the Thursday and was placed into hospital in 
Mundubbera. She passed peacefully in the early 
hours of the morning on Good Friday. Sister 
Narelle’s funeral took place on Wednesday the 
4th of April with many officers, family, church 
members and friends present. Sis Narelle was 
a wonderfully humble person throughout all her 
life, blessed with a cheeky side and the ability to 
make anyone smile. She was a great labourer in 
the church at the side of her husband, Brother 
Eddie, for many years in both the Deacon and 
Priest Office, as well as being the community 
organist for many years. She will be missed 
within the community. 

Several members made the journey to 
Bundaberg for the Good Friday Festival and 
Children’s Muster. It is a great opportunity for 
children from smaller communities to join with 
other children from across the district and have 
fun together while learning more about our faith 
and the importance it must hold within our life. 

Wishing all a blest Ascension and Pentecost 
Festival for 2018. 

Apostle speaking on book of Revelation

Bible Study with Apostle

Time for dinner

Children	singing	at	Priest	Justin’s	Birthday
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EULOGY - NARELLE DAWN SCHULTE
Narelle Dawn Schulte was born on the 25th of November 1938 in the Mundubbera Hospital, 

the first of 3 children for Dorothy and Alfred Powierski. 
She grew up with her sister Lynette and brother Warren on the family farm at O’Bil Bil. She 

attended the O’ Bil Bil State School which was only a short walk from her home. After finishing 
school Narelle helped her Dad on the farm. On one occasion white sitting on the back of a 
hay trailer she was bitten by a Red Back Spider. She became very ill and was put in hospital. 
Fortunately, she recovered, and lived to see another day. After helping her Dad on the farm for 
a period of time she got a job as an Orchard Assistant on Ray Loakes’ citrus farm at Lochaber. 

The Powierski’s were staunch members of the Apostolic Church Community at Malmoe 
where they attended Sunday Services on a regular basis. 

A young man by the name of Edgar Schulte also attended the church at Malmoe. Narelle, now 
in her early twenties, has caught the eye of young Edgar and before long the two were dating. 
Edgar and Narelle were married on the 20th of April 1963 in the church at Malmoe. They were 
blessed with three children, Gary, Ross and Janice. 

Narelle worked as a cleaner at the Riverleigh State School for approximately 20 years. 
She had many and varied interests and hobbies which included gardening, knitting, sketching, 

baking cakes and making stews. She also enjoyed singing and playing piano. 
She played a piano accordion in the Malmoe Church Band and was the church organist for 

much of her married life. Narelle laboured faithfully beside Eddie while in his role as Deacon 
and later Priest in the community. 

Narelle lived through an extremely difficult and distressing time in her life when she suffered 
the tragic loss of her brother Warren. This took its toll on her health but with God’s help and a 
loving family by her side she was able to make it through. 

Narelle dedicated many hours of her time in helping her Mum and Dad in their latter years as 
they were getting old and feeble. 

Eddie and Narelle witnessed the marriages of Janice and Andrew and Ross and Janette. 
Several years later they were blessed with the first of 4 grandchildren. Janice and Andrew’s son 
Douglas and the following year Ross & Janette’s son Brandon. There was a break of 12 years 
and then Janice and Andrew had 2 little girls, Charlotte and Kristal. 

Narelle adored all her grandchildren and thoroughly enjoyed the time that she spent with 
them. 

A bit of help to cut the cake Late Sis.Narelle Schulte
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Narelle made 2 trips to India with Janice and Andrew which was a great adventure for her and 
she came home with many stories to tell. 

In September 2010, her beloved husband Eddie whom she affectionately called ‘Poppy’, 
passed away. She moved into a unit at the Leichhardt Lodge where she resided for several years. 
During this time, she was a recipient of the Blue Care home help and joined in the Daycare at the 
Respite Centre. Narelle would spend a lot of time in the Respite Centre’s garden, watering and 
weeding etc. In appreciation of her efforts a sign board was erected on the garden fences which 
reads ‘NARELLE’S GARDEN’.

Sadly, Narelle’s health deteriorated to a point where she could no longer live independently. 
She was placed in the Gunther Retirement Village where she stayed for 6 months. This was 
extremely distressing for her and her family. Her children decided that they needed to take her 
home and care for her there. She moved into her home at 20 Olympia Street with Gary, who 
took on the roll as full time carer. She enjoyed regular visits to and from her families and to the 
Day Care Respite Centre. 

Narelle passed peacefully from this life in the early hours of the morning on Good Friday, 30th 
of March 2018. 

She will always be remembered for her kind and gentle nature and happy go lucky attitude, 
with a sense of humour and a cheeky side as well. 

We are sad to say goodbye to Mum and will miss her heaps, but know that she will be happy 
being re-united with Dad. Thanks for everything Mum, We love you!

TOWNSVILLE
Early during this period, we welcomed Elder Lyle and Sis Dale Daniel who joined us for service 

on Sunday 21st January, followed by a community lunch. In the weeks following we received the 
blessing of rainfall (93 mm) for which we were most thankful.

Apostle Cliff and Sis. Heather travelled to Townsville for the first weekend in Lent, with 
a community gathering on Saturday evening and discussion with the Apostle. As always the 
evening was most enlightening for all present and all too swiftly the time went by. Sunday service 
with Apostle Cliff was a blessing for the community and was followed by lunch in the hall.

In the weeks following, the Townsville district was blessed with substantial rainfall - over 
500mm (20 inches) from Tuesday 20th February through to Friday 2nd of March - which resulted 
in the Ross River dam being again replenished to capacity for the first time in 4 years and water 
restrictions being lifted. Everyone was so thankful for God’s blessings.

A community barbecue breakfast was enjoyed by all who attended on Saturday 17th March. 
This particular weekend was the first chance to have the outing as we had to postpone several 
times due to the inclement weather, but no-one complained, the rainfall was welcomed.

Good Friday and Easter Services were very well attended, and the feeling of Peace and 
Thanksgiving was evident in the community.

Until next time we extend all our love and greetings to all.
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ROCKHAMPTON
Rockhampton members have had a fairly 

quiet start to the year with minimal activity in 
the community.

Mackay officers continue to travel down 
each Sunday to conduct service, (close to a 
700 kilometre round trip), and their dedication 
is very much appreciated.

Every two years Rockhampton hosts ‘Beef 
Week’ which celebrates the Beef Industry in 
the region and the community gets excited 
because it often coincides with a visit from 
the Flor family because of their involvement 
in breeding Braford cattle. This year is no 
exception as we look forward to Apostle Cliff 
being present for Ascension night service.

We continue to extend an invitation to 
anyone and everyone who would like to break 
their journey and join us in service on any 
Sunday.

Rockhampton visitors

The community enjoys the company 
of visiting members

Rockhampton Organist Sis. Bev
Sis. Marg relaxes in the kitchen
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MACKAY
The first three months of 2018 were 

relatively quiet in the Mackay Community. 
The community increased by one on the 23rd 
February with the birth of Audrey Lillian, a 
daughter for Michael and Monique Kaddatz.

On the 11th February the birthdays of the 
two Priests, Eric Galletly and Russell Flor, 
were celebrated. The text for the thanksgiving 
service was taken from 2nd Timothy. The 
community hymn chosen was “I Found a 
Friend”. The Mixed Choir, Sunday School 
children and Youth Chorus all sang hymns 
of praise during the service. After service, 
all assembled in the hall for lunch. After 
some speeches both priests gave thanks to 
everyone who contributed to the day. The 
Sunday School children sang three hymns 
plus Happy Birthday and, as usual, were 
rewarded with a chocolate. 

Janitor Neil and Lynette Beckmann 
celebrated their Golden Wedding on the 25th 
February. After divine service a special service 
was held to mark the occasion. The couple 
walked down the aisle to their grandson 
Joshua Duncan singing “You Raise Me Up”. 
The community sang “All the Way my Saviour 
Leads Me”. Elder Lyle Daniel preached from 
the text 1st Chronicles chapter 29 verses 10-
13. Apostle Cliff followed, and his text was 
from Job chapter 23 verse 8 onwards. The 
Mixed Choir and the Sunday School children 
sang. Lynette was a Sunday School teacher 
for many years and also taught Religious 
Education in the schools. Neil was a Janitor 
for the community and is now semi-retired. 
After the normal photo sessions all assembled 
in the hall for lunch. The hall was decorated 
with the original wedding gown, photos, cards 
and telegrams from the day 50 years ago. 
Speakers included their five children, Janet 
Flor and Eric Flor. Special guests included 
family members from the south and their 
original bridesmaid and best man, Neville and 
Janet Flor. The highlight of the afternoon was 
Neil putting a garter from the original wedding 
day on Lynette’s leg. A very blessed day was 
held. 

March’s barbecue was the annual games 
night. Eight teams were formed each with a 

Birthday boys - Priest Eric & Priest Russell

Children	singing	for	Priests’	Birthdays

Receiving a treat after singing

Golden Wedding - Neil & Lynette Beckmann
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different coloured ribbon. Teams comprised 
children right through to the more senior 
members. Games included “Broom Ball’’, 
“Tube Balls”, “Swinging Balls’ and “Chopsticks”. 
Each team played for ten minutes then 
changed over. As always, much fun, laughter 
and cheating went on. The results were first 
place the Yellow team on 174 points, second 
place the Green team on 168 points and third 
was the Pink team on 93 points. Once again, 
a good night. 

Good Friday and Easter services were as 
always well attended. The Youth Chorus and 
Sunday School children sang hymns on both 
days. After service Easter Sunday, Easter 
Bunnies Andrew Flor and Darrell Reck handed 
out Easter Eggs for the children. 

Games night fun

The children receiving Easter Eggs
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Bro. Jim Barron Celebrates 95 Years 
(Contributed by Deacon Ian Barron)

On the 14th April, as many family members 
of Retired Evangelist Jim Barron that could 
attend, gathered at ‘The Farm’ as everyone 
calls it (Mum and Dad’s place) for his 95th 
birthday. Unlike times past, Jim, instead of 
entertaining everyone with endless stories of 
life in Barron’s Pocket when he was growing 
up or telling the seemingly limitless jokes and 
poetry, sat quietly observing the goings on 
around him. Unfortunately, with passage of 
time, even with hearing aids the din of adults 
and children all making noise and talking is 
difficult for him to decipher what is being said. 
Jim listened to the grandchildren telling him 
about the fantastic memories they all had 
about going to the farm having BBQ tea for 
birthdays and chasing one another around the 
cane paddocks getting filthy dirty and having 
the time of their lives. He got a laugh out of 
it and told me he could remember a fair bit 
of it. Jim showed a flash of his old sense of 
humour when he said to me, “Are all these 
my grandchildren?” When I replied that they 
were he said to me with a grin, “Looks like I 
must be the runt of the litter, they are so darn 
big and tall,” and had a big laugh. The great-
grandchildren were too fast for him zooming 
in and out. At one stage Dad said to me with a 
laugh, “Just how many are here; seems to be a 
fair tribe of them?” When we finished packing 
up before we left, Dad said that he really 
enjoyed the day just sitting back and watching 
his clan chatting between one another and the 
little ones running around playing together. 

95th Birthday - Bro. Jim Barron

Mackay Youth
During the month of February, the youth 

gathered at the hall for Mexican Taco Night, 
where they enjoyed a game of competitive 
group “Sweep Bowling”. The two groups had 
to get a bowling ball which had been placed 
on a marker and push it into the circle at the 
other end using a broom. Those who got 
the ball into the circle received a point. After 
a very close game, and in Commonwealth 
Games form, the final game came down to 
a close finish with the incentive being the 
winning group receiving an ice-cream. The 
high stakes motivated the under-dogs team to 
score 3 winning points. Conveniently, Deacon 
Bob Doyle who had promised the free ice-
creams for everyone had forgotten his wallet, 
so Deacon Mitchell Flor had to pay. It was a 
fun night and a good opportunity to start the 
year with a brainstorming session discussing 
the events the youth want to do for the coming 
year. One of the main upcoming events was 

Youth taco night
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the Youth Camp at Hervey Bay, which many 
attended. The highlight of this event was the 
shaving cream fight in the basketball courts 
area. 

Mexican tacos on the menu

Deacons giving instructions

Plenty of food & conversation

The Queen’s Baton Relay 
(Contributed by Jessica Flor)

On Tuesday the 20th of March 2018, I 
participated in the Queen’s Baton Relay. As 
I arrived at the Mackay City Library, wearing 
my bearer uniform, I was welcomed by a 
room full of enthusiastic baton bearers and 
very energic shuttle drivers. Everyone was 
given the opportunity to speak about their 
inspirational story which made it clear why 
those people surrounding me became baton 
bearers. It was incredible to hear about many 
local heroes who have amazing achievements 
including charity work, past Commonwealth 
Games participants and medal recipients. 
In no time a very close bond was made, all 
with a common thread of Australian pride and 
community spirit. After a group bus photo was 
taken on all 19 phones, we boarded the shuttle 
bus and made our way to the riverside where 
we watched the baton arrive by speedboat. At 
this time, we practiced our fun and creative 
changeovers. We again gathered on the bus 

Sweep bowling
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and the adrenalin kicked in as we merged into the police 
convoy. After much chanting and Aussie Oi Oi Oi’s, we 
cheered and high-fived each baton bearer as they were 
dropped off one by one to their prescribed destination. 
At position number 024, my time had come to exit the 
shuttle bus. Security surrounded me, but the noisy crowd 
of flags and applause caught my attention. A crowd of 
excited family, friends and community members gathered 
at my designated route. The baton was approaching, and 
I could not believe how quickly this moment had come. As 
the handover of the baton took place, the previous baton 
bearer and I swung each other around as we cheered 
together. I then began my journey with the baton in hand, 
taking a glimpse at the Queen’s Message note held 
securely inside the message window. I took in the river 
view surroundings as I enjoyed the moment with the noisy, 
paparazzi crowd close by. I high-fived rows of community 
members as I walked past people who smiled and clapped. 
I cheered as the music played and admired the baton 
made of macadamia wood, steel and lights which changed 

Jessica Flor was honoured to be a 
part	of	the	Queen’s	Baton	Relay

as people’s energy changed. The atmosphere was incredible, and the Queen’s Baton Relay 
Committee really got the crowd, as well as the participants, pumped and excited. As I handed the 
baton to previous Commonwealth Games National Champion, Craig Burns, we soaked up the 
amazing atmosphere and appreciated the experience. I was then ushered back into the shuttle 
bus with the other excited participants once more, where we were taken to the after celebrations 
at the Blue Water Quay where a formal ceremony took place, which bought everyone together. 
I am very thankful for this incredible experience and I can guarantee that this moment will be 
cherished forever. 

Religious Instruction Training Seminar
On the 10th February the annual Religious Instruction Seminar 

was held at the Mackay Apostolic Church Hall. Many gathered at 
the hall from varied denominations for a personal development 
seminar hosted by the Mackay & District Religious Education 
Reference Group (MDRERG) with one united purpose. The 
purpose of the seminar is to upskill teachers (Religious Instruction) 
and children ministry workers, including Sunday School teachers 
with information that can be utilized in God’s mission work. 

Four informative sessions were held throughout the day, as well 
as the annual RI general meeting. There were guest speakers 
throughout the day covering numerous topics of relevance within 
the schools. The day started with a prayer by Pastor Nathan, 
followed by guest speakers Kristy Flor, Helen Patroni, Jasmin 
Pace and Marianne Moroney who covered topics throughout the 
day. These topics included “Love Languages and the Present Gift” 
which covered the topic the Language of Love which was modelled 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. Importantly, the differing love languages 
discussed including 1. Acts of Service, 2. Physical Touch, 3. Words 
of Affirmation, 4. Language of Love in its full capacity, having 
covered all areas to completeness throughout His mission. This 
topic included the “Present Gift” which was inspired by a vision 
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once seen of a person being pushed into a box trying to teach religious instruction within the 
schools. Many of the teachers could relate to the continued restrictions being placed upon the RI 
teachers in having to stay within the boundaries of the current government regulations in order to 
stay teaching RI within schools. The importance of this mission was shown through the small gift 
box which could not restrain the beauty of a bright light which then shone brightly out through the 
gaps in the box. God at work by the Power of His Holy Spirit truly has no bounds if willing vessels 
make themselves available. 

Session 2 incorporated “The Fear of Public Speaking” (Glossophobia) and tips for overcoming 
public speaking fears including appropriate body language, lesson planning, interaction props 
and engaging strategies which included “Understanding the four Learning Styles of people”. 
It was discussed that to engage an audience is more effective when the Learning Styles of 1. 
Auditory Learning, 2. Visual Learning, 3. Kinaesthetic Learning and 4. Read, Write Learning 
are utilised. When studying Christ as our example it is evident that he covered all areas in 
His teaching style which was captivated in His Parables, Teachings, Healings, Miracles and 
examples. 

Session 3 included examples of “Godly Play” which is a beautiful engaging example which tells 
Bible stories through the use of props and metaphors. 

Session 4 discussed “Understanding Autistic Spectrum Disorders within the classroom”, 
and included techniques, strategies and applications that can be used with students within an 
inclusive classroom setting. It was discussed the importance of understanding how to approach 
diverse students within today’s society as classrooms are becoming more inclusive. 

After four intensive sessions of learning, it was evident that the day was very blessed with 
everyone sharing their knowledge, stories, encouragement and experiences to support the 
important work of Religious Instructions and the continuation of Children’s Sunday Schools. We 
are blessed to still be able to teach children of the love of God and that his work is only given by 
the power of the Holy Spirit using willing vessels. There is still a shortage of Religion Instruction 
teachers within the schools, so if you are interested in supporting this important mission work, 
please get on board sharing the Present Gift by contacting the current president Steve Leckenby 
or secretary Melita Parchert at mdrerg@gmail.com.

Religious Instruction Training Seminar
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Published under the authority of Apostle C. Flor

P.O. Box 8077, Mt. Pleasant,  Qld.  4740

Apr 22 65th Wedding Anniversary – Cyril & Sylvia Lerch, Bundaberg

 29 Silver Wedding – Murray & Diane Reck, Mackay

May 10 Ascension Day, Service all communities

	 20	 Pentecost	(Whitsun	Festival)	with	Confirmation,	Bundaberg

 26 Wedding – Jed Nancarrow & Lorrae Galletly, Mackay

June 16 Apostle K. Dargusch Birthday Thanks, Hatton Vale

 24 Community Thanks – Priest P. Niethe Birthday, Maryborough

July 15 Silver Wedding – Janitor Andrew & Karine Flor, Mackay

 21 Diamond Wedding – Ev. Stan & Frances Keune, Goomeri

 28 Golden Wedding – Ev. Brice & Sis. Frances Kaddatz, Gympie

 29 Community Thanks – Priest N. Hickson Birthday, Nundah

Aug   4 Wedding – Daniel Schneider & Sabrina Teutelink, Gladstone

 19 Diamond Wedding – Rodney & Maureen Brieschke, Caboolture 

 26 District Thanks – Ev. O. Bramer Birthday, Townsville

 26 Community Thanks – Priest G. Greiner Birthday, Binjour

Sep 1-2 Thanksgiving/Mission Festival, Bundaberg

	 			2	 Officers’	Meeting,	Bundaberg

 23 Community Thanks – Priest M. Grieving Birthday, Gladstone  

 Sep 29-Oct 1 Youth Rally, Bundaberg

Oct    7 District Thanks, Elder D. Kirchner Birthday, Bundaberg

    7 Community Thanks, Ev. S. Keune Birthday, Goomeri

	 13	 Wedding	–	Brandon	Griffiths	&	Natasha	Brieschke,	Caboolture

Nov	2-4	Officers’	Seminar	-	Chaverim,	Bundaberg

 4 District Thanks – Bishop B. Sinclair & Bishop A. Crouch Birthdays, Bundaberg 

 11 District Thanks – Ev. B. Kaddatz, Gympie

 11 Community Thanks – Priest B. Weder Birthday, Townsville

 18 Community Thanks – Priest D. Walz & Priest G. Lerch Birthdays, Bundaberg

 25 Community Thanks – Priest W. Schneider Birthday, Maryborough

Dec    1 UAVF Annual Concert & Fundraising event, Mackay

 2 Advent Festival, Mackay

    2 Following Service, Thanks for Birthday Apostle C. Flor, Mackay

    9 District Thanks – Elder L. Daniel Birthday, Mackay

    9 Community Thanks – Ev. M. Keune Birthday, Childers

2019
Jan 1 District Thanks - Elder W. Bramer Birthday, Binjour

 13 Silver Wedding – Janitor Graham & Trudy Roberts, Mackay 
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